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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

CHIMES Newsletter 
APRIL 2025   VOLUME 87, ISSUE 4 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Dear church,  
 

How are you doing? Take a moment for an honest inventory. 

How is your heart? How is your mind? How is your soul? I 

encourage you to be gentle with whatever comes up for you. 

How you are feeling is valid and I encourage you just to notice 

what comes up for you as you take some quiet moments for 

yourself.  
 

Sometimes we need a reminder that God created us as we are; 

feelings and all. Maybe we are seeking answers from God, but 

how can we hear God if we don’t listen to our own hearts? 

When we practice listening to our souls and caring for them, we 

are also tending and listening to who God created us to be. 

When we listen to God’s creation, we become more attuned to 

God. So let us listen to our hearts and tend to our souls. Take 

time to rest, even if for just a few minutes, and check in. Even 

God rested on the seventh day of creation and Jesus took time 

away to rest and pray. We all need 

rest. Please take the rest you need 

today.  
 

In peace,  

Pastor Jaime Benson  

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday April 16th -- No worship 
 

Maundy Thursday April 17th -- 6:30 pm 
 

Good Friday April 18th -- 6:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday April 20th -- 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
 

BRUNCH BETWEEN SERVICES! 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
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OUR CHURCH 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPER SCHEDULE 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP/SUPPER SERVICE 

This year’s Maundy Thursday service will be a bit different from years 

past.  Please join us for a supper at 6:30 pm.  If you can bring an item, 

please click here to sign-up or visit our website: 

www.bethlehemlcportage.org. 

 

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS 

Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your     

car clean!  Cards are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car 

washes, a $50 value.  Stop in the office to purchase or leave 

your name on the order sheet in the narthex.  Great birthday 

gift idea! 

CHANGE FOR THE AIR HANDLERS 

Bring in your cup full of change to church on the 

below dates to help fill our congregation’s bucket. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE A BOOK/BORROW A BOOK 

In the entryway to the church we have 
an enclosed case made by a previous 
Confirmation group.  In it are books you 
can borrow and return as you please! 

April 2nd – All Committees/High School 

April 9th – Sunday School/Choir 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-55824833-maundy
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
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COMMUNITY AND BEYOND 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in helping to stock our 
FREE community hygiene closet! 

 

Your donations will make a huge 
difference by providing essential 
items to community members in 

need. 
 

 Columbia County Public Health 
thanks you for your support! 

 

Full size items for family use are 
greatly appreciated! 

• Body wash & 3 in 1 

• Towels & washcloths 

• Nail clippers & razors 

• Feminine hygiene items 

• Shampoo & conditioner 

• Deodorant & lotion 

• Dental care items 

• Toilet paper & wet wipes 

• First aid supplies 
 

Items can be left in the designated 
area in the church narthex 

throughout the month of April. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

CONFIRMATION 

Last day of Confirmation 

class is April 30th! 
 

We are looking for a 

Confirmation teacher/mentor 

starting in September of 

2025.  If you are interested, 

please contact Pastor Jaime 

or Amy in the office. 608-

742-8502 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The lessons we will be 

studying in April are Mary 

Anoints Jesus John:1-8, Holy 

Week Luke 19: 28-40, 22: 

14-23, 56. 
 

Sunday School staff and 

families are hosting Lenten 

Soup Supper Wednesday, 

April 9th. Please see sign up 

online. 
 

There will be Sunday 

school on April 13th, Palm 

Sunday. The children will be 

singing with the choir. 

Following class there will be 

an Easter Egg Hunt. There 

will not be class on April 

20th, Easter. 
 

Looking ahead. May 4th we 

will have a Congregational 

Potluck and fun activities for 

all ages. Watch for more 

information to come. 
 

VBS this year will be TRUE 

NORTH July 28th thru Aug. 

1st. 8:30-Noon. Watch for 

more information to come. 

Happy Easter! 

FROM THE OFFICE 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Last year we received $913 from Thrivent Choice 
Dollars, thank you!  If you are a Thrivent 

member, you have until March 31st to designate 
your remaining 2024 dollars to the church. 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR APRIL 

Volunteers needed for Sunday Altar Guild and Wednesday Usher and Door Monitor.  Please let 
Amy in the office know if you’d like to help. 608-742-8502 
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FINANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

Food Pantry Help is Team A for the Month of April! 

 

Be sure and mark your calendar for the Egg 
Hunt on Palm  Sunday 
at 10:00 am! 
All are welcome! 

https://myreadersblock.blogspot.com/2013_04_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://foto.wuestenigel.com/close-up-of-pouring-tea-from-a-teapot-into-a-cup/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

           Holy Week Schedule 
Wednesday April 16th  -  No worship 

 

Maundy Thursday April 17th  - 6:30 pm 
 

Good Friday April 18th  - 6:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday April 20th  - 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Brunch between services! 

 


