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Dear church,

How are you doing? Take a moment for an honest inventory.
How is your heart? How is your mind? How is your soul? |
encourage you to be gentle with whatever comes up for you.
How you are feeling is valid and | encourage you just to notice
what comes up for you as you take some quiet moments for
yourself.

Sometimes we need a reminder that God created us as we are;
feelings and all. Maybe we are seeking answers from God, but
how can we hear God if we don’t listen to our own hearts?
When we practice listening to our souls and caring for them, we
are also tending and listening to who God created us to be.
When we listen to God’s creation, we become more attuned to
God. So let us listen to our hearts and tend to our souls. Take
time to rest, even if for just a few minutes, and check in. Even
God rested on the seventh day of creation and Jesus took time
away to rest and pray. We all need |
rest. Please take the rest you need
today.

In peace,
Pastor Jaime Benson

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday April 16™ -- No worship
Maundy Thursday April 17" -- 6:30 pm
Good Friday April 18" -- 6:30 pm e S acn s
Easter Sunday April 20" -- 8:00 am & 10:30 am
BRUNCH BETWEEN SERVICES!

X

Holy Week

A& ALt

Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 East
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-8502
Email: office@blcportage.org
www.bethlehemLCportage.org

Office Hours
Monday — Wednesday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday — Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Jaime Availability
(or by appointment)
Monday
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am -11:00 am

Worship Services
Wednesday
5:30 pm
Sunday
9:00 am

Sunday School
Ist & 3rd Sunday throughout the
school year
10:15 am

Confirmation
st & 3@ Wednesday throughout
the school year
6:30 pm

Inclement Weather
If the Portage school district closes
due to weather, so do we. All
activities, practices, etc. When in
doubt, stay home and stay safe.

All days and times listed are
subject to change with holidays.



mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/

OUR CHURCH
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER SCHEDULE

April 2" — All Committees/High School
April 9" — Sunday School/Choir

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP/SUPPER SERVICE

This year’s Maundy Thursday service will be a bit different from years

past. Please join us for a supper at 6:30 pm. If you can bring an item, <
please click here to sign-up or visit our website: Vet

www.bethlehemlcportage.org. Tm

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS
Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your
car clean! Cards are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car
washes, a $50 value. Stop in the office to purchase or leave
your name on the order sheet in the narthex. Great birthday
gift idea!
CHANGE FOR THE AIR HANDLERS

To help make a CHANGE for churchtt W

Bring in your cup full of change to church on the

below dates to help fill our congregation’s bucket.
o ““
‘1 )\

Tickets
goonsale
March 30th! -

SHARE A BOOK/BORROW A BOOK

vy 33 E, Portage, W1 53901
In the entryway to the church we have
WINTER

% an enclosed case made by a previous
Confirmation group. In it are books you Y /\w,
}\ A‘.A

can borrow and return as you please!
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-55824833-maundy
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

SIBARK'DWEL L.

SUMMER 2025

www.sparkdwell.org

Dear Partners in Ministry,

Registration is now open for the SCSW
pilgrimage to The Dwelling in North Carolina,
June 22 - 27, 20235.

The cost of the trip is $425 per person PLUS
travel expenses. The $425 registration fee
includes food, lodging, and programming while at
The Dwelling.

What is the pilgrimage all about?

Because justice issues related to homelessness,
hunger, poverty, racism, education disparity, and
more are complex situations that require
complex conversations and answers, the SCSW
and The Dwelling are partnering this summer to
offer opportunities for young people and adults to
spend a week participating in a Spirit and Service-
Learning Experience.

Hosted (housed) at a partner church in Winston-
Salem, NC, we will engage in a week of
relationship-building, education, story-telling and
service alongside formerly or currently homeless
individuals.

For more info, visit scsw-elca.org and click on
events.

Hygiene Drive

April 2025

Please join us in helping to stock our
FREE community hygiene closet!

Your donations will make a huge
difference by providing essential
items to community members in

need.

Columbia County Public Health

thanks you for your support!

Full size items for family use are

greatly appreciated!
Body wash & 3in1
Towels & washcloths
Nail clippers & razors
Feminine hygiene items
Shampoo & conditioner
Deodorant & lotion
Dental care items
Toilet paper & wet wipes
First aid supplies

ltems can be left in the designated

area in the church narthex

throughout the month of April.

April 2025
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FAITH FORMATION

3) STEWARDS - e W CONFIRMATION

Last day of Confirmation
class is April 30t

We are looking for a
Confirmation teacher/mentor

&Friday, April 11, 2025 Q ﬁaé“[:nﬁ Hg?Tagng(;\g;::éE starting in September of
1PM-3:45 PM < » (Held in(;onferenceroomacroésfromADHC} 2025. If you are mteres_ted’
please contact Pastor Jaime

Presented By: Jess Kaehny, Community Education Program Manager, | OF AmY In the office. 608-
Hope House of South Central Wisconsin 742-8502

SUNDAY SCHOOL
The lessons we will be

OF CHILDREN®

HOPEHOUSE

TRAINING INFORMATION TRAINING FEATURES

* Delivered in a trauma- H H H
@ No cost and open to all community members et vtk studying in April are Mary
and fadilfators who have Anoints Jesus John:1-8, Holy
been rigorously trained . _ .
@ Registration deadline is Thursday, April 10th T Week Luke 19: 28-40, 22:
paired with robust 14'23, 56.
facilitated discussion
1 "h'rh e Sunday School staff and
WHAT IS STEWARDS OF CHILDREN®? sl families are hosting Lenten
Stewards of Children® is an evidence-informed, award-winning * Making chhﬁ:licss that Soup Supper Wednesday,
profect children . -
two and a half hour training that teaches adults to prevent, . Lnkingr:skshrgl-dmimmize April o™, Please see Sign up
anger fo children -
recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. + Supporiing each ofher online.
Through interviews with a very diverse group of people with : :E:’tg?eh:;rrgziﬂff:’“ There will be Sunday
lived experience, experts, and treatment providers, Stewards ;ndhw?wpp}mhemflo school on April 13", Palm
etter protect children from H T
of Children® teaches adults practical actions they can take to child sexual abuse Sunday' The children will be

singing with the choir.
Following class there will be
an Easter Egg Hunt. There
will not be class on April
20", Easter.

Looking ahead. May 4" we
will have a Congregational

FROM THE OFFICE Potluck and fun activities for

all ages. Watch for more
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS information to come.

Last year we received $913 from Thrivent Choice VBS this year will be TRUE
Dollars, thank you! If you are a Thrivent NORTH July 28" thru Aug.
member, you have until March 315t to designate 1. 8:30-Noon. Watch for

. more information to come.
your remaining 2024 dollars to the church. Happy Easter!

reduce instances of child sexual abuse in their organizations,

families, and communities.
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Video Communion | Communion
Date Usher |Door Monitor| Reader Production | Assistant | Assistant | Altar Guild Acolyte Music Coffee Hour
;”;g :ﬁ CaraD. | GeoffG. ClaireL. | JodyC.
5;::!5 Brian C. Brian F. Bonnie D. Joe J. Bonnie D. Sue C. Sue C. Ben H. Jody C. Brlanc& Sue
Wed 4/9
5:30 pm Geoff G. CaraD. Maddie S. Jody C.
P“'"’gsa‘;:‘ Y8 | paMm | KoyA | LsaC. | BenR ynH | MarieK | MaieK | LeahH. | CariaG
Maund‘f' Thurs 4117 Dianna B. Ann C. Angela P. Carla G.
6:30 pm
Good Fri 4/18
6:30pm Larry 5. Sandy 5. Nancy L. Zane B.
Eas‘ersj::‘ 4201 pomn, Kory A John D, Nancy B. Lisa C. lisaC. | KinleyhA | CalaG. | 900am
Easter Sun 4/20 caster
asgwu:m Robin K. Mike K. Robin K. Jeff M. GonyM. | KemyM. | KemyM | KathymT | CardaG | Breakfast
Wed 4/23
5:30 pm CaraD. CaraD. Wyatt H. Jody C.
Sugnaﬂz? Marie R. Larry 5. Darlene P Joe J. Del M. Nancy L. Nancy L. Oleatta G. Jody C.
w?d 4130 Geoff 5. Geoff G. Maddie 5. Jody C.
9:30 pm

Volunteers needed for Sunday Altar Guild and Wednesday Usher and Door Monitor. Please let

Amy in the office know if you’d like to help. 608-742-8502




FINANCE

Statement of Activity Comparison
March 1-21, 2025

TOTAL
MAR 1-21, 2025 MAR 1-21, 2024 (PY) FEB 1-21, 2025 (PP) JAN 1-MAR 21, 2025 (YTD) JAN 1-MAR 21, 2024 (PY YTD)
~ Revenus
» Operating Income 19,698.36 14,422.35 17,270.64 67,413.98 72.509.21
¥ Other Designated Income 1,072.00 293.00 320.00 12,240.99 3,454.70
Total Revenue $20,770.36 $14,715.35 $17.,590.64 579,654.97 $75,963.91
GROSS PROFIT $20,770.36 $14,715.35 $17.590.64 579.654.97 $75,963.91
v Expenditures $19,118.73 $9,725.25 $11,571.02 563,845.31 $57,429.35
MNMET OPERATING REVENUE $1,651.63 $4,990.10 $6,019.62 $15,809.66 $18,534.56
» Other Revenue $0.00 $1,050.00 50.00 $0.00 $3,425.00
» Other Expenditures $0.00 $991.11 50.00 $0.00 $3,289.82
NET OTHER REVENUE 50.00 $58.89 50.00 $0.00 $135.18
NET REVEMNUE $1,651.63 $5,048.99 $6,019.62 515,809.66 $18,669.74
2025 Offerings compared to Goal Long Term Reserve Fund Balances
$30,000.00 2024-Present
$25,000.00 $70,000.00
520,000.00
$50,000.00
$15,000.00 $40,000.00
Slgpm.m 330,0{‘!0.00
§20,000.00
55,000.00
$10,000.00
S' 5_
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec B R e T T T T T T T ST T T T T
A L L R LB R
mmmm Monthly Total Offering  ===Qffering Goal per month g E 3 ‘g '_g_ = :5: E 86285222 gz 232382848
April 2025
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

b 7
IB:OOam Worship 10:30am Tai Chi ;\!
I 10:00am Choir practice 1:00pm Card Club ’:@
| 10:00am Hand Chimes practice I 5:00pm Finance Meeting
I 10:00am Property Committee Meeting
|10:153m Sunday Schoal
13 W e
| paim Sunday %&% 10:30am Tai Chi
IB:OOam Waorship 1:00pm Card Club
I 10:00am Hand Chimes practice I £:00pm SREA Meeting
| 10:00am Sunday School & Egg Hunt
20 21
|B:003m Easter Worship 10:30am Tai Chi
9:00am Easter Breakfast 1:00pm Card Club
I 10:30am Easter Worship I £:30pm SRA Meeting
21 28
IB:OOam Lessons & Hymns 10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

Tuesday

Apr1
%:00am Quilters

I T:00pm Worship & Music Committee

meeting

)
%:00am Quilters

IH:OOam Bible Study

15
9:00am Quilters

22
9:00am Quilters

| 11:00am Bible Study
I 6:30pm Church Council meeting;

Wednesday

2
10:30am Tai Chi
IS:S{?pm Warship

6:30pm Soup Supper hosted by All
Committees/High Schoal Youth

64D
J153

10:30am Tai Chi
|5:30pm Warship

6:30pm Soup Supper hosted by
Sunday School/Choir

16
10:30am Tai Chi

23

Church 10:30am Tai Chi
Council | IS:S{?pm Warship

I 6:30pm Confirmation Class

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office

29
%:00am Quilters

30
10:30am Tai Chi
|5:30pm Worship
I 6:30pm Confirmation Class - last day

|:| Food Pantry Helpers F.'OD
pantry

helpers

Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5
10:30am Tai Chi
10 11 12
IB:OOam Women's meeting 10:30am Tai Chi
e ’
B\Nomen S
Grogp
17 18 19
6:30pm Maundy Thursday Dinner 10:30am Tai Chi IB:Dﬂam Easter Decorating
. I £:30pm Good Friday Service
Hory WEEK
- 7 ’3:‘ N
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
24 25 26
9:00am Set-up for Women's Tea 1:00pm Women's Tea

10:30am Tai Chi

Be sure and mark your calendar for the Egg

Hunt on Palm Sunday "% -
Sage
@ WS

at 10:00 am!
EasterEﬁiHUNt

All are welcome!

Food Pantry Help is Team A for the Month of April!



https://myreadersblock.blogspot.com/2013_04_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://foto.wuestenigel.com/close-up-of-pouring-tea-from-a-teapot-into-a-cup/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Office phone: 608-742-8502
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org

Deadline for copy is the 20% of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

Holy Week Schedule

Wednesday April 16" - No worship
Maundy Thursday April 17" - 6:30 pm
Good Friday April 18" - 6:30 pm

Easter Sunday April 20" - 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Brunch between services!




