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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear church,

I have been doing some reading lately that has prompted
me to reflect and I wanted to invite you to reflect along with me.
In my reading, I was asked to consider, what might God be up to
in the spiritual lives of others? This is a question that not only
involves some pondering but also conversation, especially with
those that may not share the same spiritual rituals or practices as
ourselves. Sometimes we can get caught up in the idea that if
someone does not embody their faith or belief in a particular
format that we are accustomed to, they do not have a faith life at
all. But this is not necessarily
true. In fact, we worship God
who is more expansive than
we can ever imagine so why
wouldn’t the faith life and
spiritual practices of God’s
people also be expansive and
varied? Why wouldn’t how
people encounter God be wider than our preconceived ideas?
We have talked about time and time again how God comes and
meets us where we are, wherever that may be. God is meeting us
and our neighbors where we are. Are you interested in learning
about the spiritual lives of others and learning how God is
showing up in their lives? I think this is an important question
for us to ask and then listen to the answer. We may learn new
things about our neighbors and God in these conversations. In
listening, our own perspective may expand and our faith may
grow as well. Will you join me in being curious about the lives
of our neighbors and how God is present in them? Let’s start
some conversations this month whenever the opportunity arises.

With peace and curiosity,
Pastor Jaime Benson

2K A Dsthlon

Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 East
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-8502
Email: office@blcportage.org
www.bethlehemLCportage.org

Office Hours
Monday — Wednesday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday — Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Jaime Availability
(or by appointment)
Monday
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am -11:00 am

Worship Services
Wednesday
5:30 pm
Sunday
9:00 am

Sunday School
Ist & 3@ Sunday throughout the
school year
10:15 am

Confirmation
st & 39 Wednesday throughout
the school year
6:30 pm

Inclement Weather
If the Portage school district closes
due to weather, so do we. All
activities, practices, etc. Whenin
doubt, stay home and stay safe.

All days and times listed are
subject to change with holidays.
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OUR CHURCH

What can be recycled?

Thank you to Don Bender for filling the short-term vacancy

PLASTIC RECYCLING HERE AT THE CHURCH

Pallet wrap &
bags stretch film

CHURCH COUNCIL

All plastic must be clean, dry and free of food residue

Please
remove
paper
labels
before
placing
the
plastics in
the
collection
box
located in
the
narthex!

on our church council. When you see them, be sure and
thank our church council members for all the hard work
they do for the church.

AIR HANDLER FUND
A goal of $45,667 was set to raise in 2025 for the Air

Handler Fund. To
date, we 4e have
raised G @ AL $24,414.
We're over halfway

there! If you’d like to contribute, please make check
payable to the church and write “Air Handler” in the
memo line.

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS

Car wash cards are $35 each,
with that you get 5 Ultimate car
washes, a $50 value. Stop in
the office to purchase or leave
your name on the order sheet

: . in the narthex, cards are in
stock. Money raised goes to the Air Handler Fund.

Thank you council members:
Geoff Gilbert, Kerry Melby,
Jaimie Rudolph, Lisa Cook, Joe
Jackowski, Amanda Bell, Don
Bender, and Mark Teslik.

WE NEED PIES AND HELP!

The Taste of Portage is August
22" & 237, We will once again
have a pie booth. This is a great
fundraiser for the church. There
is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Please sign-up if you can work
during the event and/or if you
can bake a pie or two or three,
we need 100 pies to make this a
success! Pies can be dropped off
Thurs. the 21° & Fri. the 22
between 9:00 am i
and 11:30 am.
Thank you!
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Loose change
collection Aug. 3"
& 6! Help us fill
our bucket!

*Church Activity Planning Meeting August 18th 6:30 pm

*Seeking craft vendors & volunteers for BLC’s 2025
Craft Fair Nov. 14" & 15", Please contact Barb
Rothwell at: barbrothwell@gmail.com if interested.

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

BLC Women’s Group
The women’s group
will start up again on

Thursday, September
11" with an outing
leaving at 9:00 am to

Paoli, WI for shopping

and lunch. All are
welcome! More info
coming in August.

IMPORTANT
NOTICE!

Lutheran Campus Ministry

This fall, Lutheran Campus Ministry sites
across the country will welcome new and
returning students to campus. If you'd like
to connect your college student with a

& community of friendship, support, and

i spiritual nourishment visit
luminelca.org/refer-a-student to share their
name with their local campus ministry.

V& G Our Neighbors

: : W% -
Our Love Our Neighbors volunteers are busy!! First stop,
the Heritage House to paint flowerpots with the residents

and fill them with succulents.

Monthly Meditative Hikes
with Deacon Judy Nolde
South-Central Synod of WI
judynolde@sbcglobal.net

Sunday, August 17, 3:00 pm
CamRock County Park
68 Hwy B, Cambridge

Gather and enjoy a time to
wonder and wander in God’s
good creation.

Community Cook-out!
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A huge THANK YOU to Tania Anderson
for organizing this event for the second
year in a row.

Next activity for our Love Our Neighbors week: helping hands
projects! Thank you to all of our volunteers for getting out into the
community today to help where help was needed; what a difference
a few hours can make!

Helping Hands
Something that was started last year as a result from Love Our Neighbors week was “Helping Hands”. A
group of volunteers continuing to help the community. Just a few things they've done this year:
defrosted a freezer for an elderly gentleman, cleaned a small apartment for an elderly gentleman, loaded
a U-Haul for a woman, mowed a yard for a month for a woman recovering from a health issue, installed
railings on a front porch, and helped with several overgrown brush projects.

Thank you to Jeff Johnson, Jerry & Julie Saalsaa, Bonnie Dixon, Geoff Gilbert, Jeff & Kerry Melby, and the
crew from the Love Our Neighbors week: Derek, Leah, & Ben Haroldson, Amy & Riley Paulsen, Max
Johnson, Amanda & Hartley Bell, and Tania Anderson for your time. This program can only continue if
we have available volunteers. If you are interested in getting involved, please contact the church office.

FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We invite you to Sunday School Rally Day September 7th following the worship service. This is for
children 3 years old through 5th grade. On Rally Day you will meet your Sunday School Teacher and
get reacquainted with your classmates. After the children leave for their class, there will be a short

Sunday School orientation session with the parents. Rally Day opening & the orientation session will

be in the church sanctuary.
> [x] m]

Registration forms will be in the Narthex September 7®. You can also click
here to register online or scan the QR code.

Sunday School is held the first and third Sunday’s from 10:15 am -11:15 am
following worship service at 9:00 a.m. If you are interested in helping us with I
Sunday school this year please call or see Jeanette Gessner. Hope you are r.
having a great summer. We look forward to a great Sunday School year! -

f
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST

Video Communion | Communion
Date Usher |Door Monitor| Reader Production | Assistant | Assistant | Altar Guild Acolyte Music Coffee Hour

5;::3 Mike K AnnC RobinK | Lori/Brady C Del M Kelly J Kelly J Wyatt H Ingrid P
Wed 8/6 .

5:30 pm Cheryl H CherylH | MakenzieS | RonnaP
S”J‘aﬂw Marie R KoyA | BobbieG JaimeR | LisaC Lisa C Ben H Carla G
Wed 8/13 CaraD CaraD SofiaB Carla G

5:30 pm
Sun 817 Marie Marie !

9am Sandy S Larry 5 Sandy S Barb R Kucksdorf Kucksdorf Mikayla B Ronna P
W?d 8120 Sharon H Sharon H Hartley B Andrea G

5:30 pm
Su;aﬁ:m Bobbie G Mike K Angie P Ellen K Ginny M Ginny M Leah H Ronna P
Wed 8127 Cara D CaraD ClaraG | AndreaG

5:30 pm
5”;‘;"131 Del M Ann C Del M LynH ShemyJ | ShemyJ Zane B Carla G

Food Pantry Help is Team B for the Month of August!
Lawn Mowing Schedule:
Week of Aug. 3": Del M; Aug. 107: Jeff M; Aug. 17": Dan K; Aug. 24": Del M; Aug. 31°': Butch J
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FINANCE

2025 Offerings compared to Goal

$35,000.00

$30,000.00

$25,000.00
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$5,000.00
5,
Jan Feb

e Mar  Apr May

mmmm Monthly Total Offering
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= Offering Goal per month

$70,000.00
$60,000.00
$50,000.00
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Long Term Reserve Fund Balances

58,866

Jan 24
Feb 24
Mar 24
Apr 24
May 24

Chimes Financial Report

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
July 1-21, 2025

2024-Present

$43,110
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TOTAL

Account g Jul1-Jul21 . Jul 1 -Jul 21 2024 (PY) Jun1-Jun212025(PP)  Jan1-Jul 21 2025 (YTD) Jan 1 -Jul 21 2024 (PY YTD)
w Income

> Operating Income $15,539.02 $18,521.73 $18,977.56 $162,960.33 $162,400.07
> Other Designated Income $949.67 $25.00 $1,569.91 $18,729.64 $13,005.11
Total for Income $16,488.69 $18,546.73 $20,547.47 $181,699.97 $175,405.18
Cost of Goods Sold - - - - _
Gross Profit $16,488.69 $18,546.73 $20,547.47 $181,699.97 $175,405.18
> Expenses $14,226.75 $12,184.93 $11,695.80 $152,740.54 $146,226.78
Net Operating Income $2,261.94 $6,361.80 $8,851.67 $28,959.43 $29,178.40
> Other Income = $200.00 = = $9,595.00
> Other Expenses - $203.00 - - $9,118.18
Net Other Income - -$3.00 - - $476.82
Net Income $2,261.94 $6,358.80 $8,851.67 $28,959.43 $29,655.22
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Aug 1 2
VBS-8:30 am-12:00 pm
10:30am Tai Chi
3 4 o | ] b 1 8 9
JFahey Baptism 10:30am Tai Chi |_2 Il% 6:30pm Worship & Music Committee  10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
= 3 Megting [In-person]: Bethlehem -
%00am Worsh 1:00pm Card Club ‘ 2 = 3:30pm Worsh
s | P-AttR == 2 R utneran Church (W8267 Hvy 33 L
. 300pm Finance Meeting East, Portage, W1 53901, United
L h llect ge : :
oose change coflection States): Bethlehem Lutheran Churc... Loose change collection
10 11 1 13 F@OD 15 16
I %:00am Hernkind Baptism 10:30am Tai Chi |:| Food Pantry Helpers E:I:telz |:| Office Closed
Ig:mamWorship 1:00pm Card Club 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:00prm SREA Meeting I 5:30pm Waorship
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
I9:0Gam Worship 10:30am Tai Chi Q:Wam Chimes Articles due to the Drop pies off: 9:00 am |:| Taste of Portage
1:00pm Card Club — -11:30am 10:30am Tai Chi
) = : 10:30am Tai Chi
6:30pm Church Activity Planning M.. —— N Drop pies off: 9:00 am
Iﬁ:iﬂpm SRA Meeting I =Hpm 0P “ -11:30 am
24 25 26 21 28 29 30
Ig:mamWorship 10:30am Tai Chi |6:3ﬂpm Church Council meeting; 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club el Chﬂ[}mce I 5:30pm Waorship
5:30pm SREA Board Meeting; Church
Fellowship hall Council
o August Highlights
I9:0Gam Warship

3" — Loose change collection
15 — Office closed
215t & 22" — Pie Drop Off

6" — Loose change collection
18" — Church Activity Planning Meeting
22" & 237 — Visit BLC Booth at the Taste of Portage




The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Office phone: 608-742-8502
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org

Deadline for copy is the 20% of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
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“Come to me, all
you who are weary |
and | will give you
rest” does NOT
mean it’s ok to
sleep during
church!

- —J

R




