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God’s family working together to welcome all.

Baptism of Our Lord - January 7" & 11"
W8267 Hwy 33 East, Portage, WI 53901

Pastor Jaime Benson

Office: 608-742-8502 Email: office@blcportage.org Website: www.blcportage.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9:00 — 3:00 pm; Thursday - Friday 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the fountain of
living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us,
above us: our life is born in you. You are the fountain of resurrection. Praise to you for your
saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. The
Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his
leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. Praise to you for the water
of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this sacrament.

Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days.
Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

**GATHERING HYMN ELW #454 v 1-3 “Remember and Rejoice”

**GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

+PRAYER OF THE DAY O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into
Christ faithful to their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 ...The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29

! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

% Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon
the mighty waters.
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*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

> The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

% the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
? The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
'O Lorb, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 ...The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 142
J Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

*+GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:13-17
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
... The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON (Sunday)
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #304 v 1,4 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”

s APOSTLES CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

+MISSION STATEMENT Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a growing community where
we love inclusively, welcome, serve, and thrive through our relationship with God.

*+THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pray aloud as the Spirit guides you.
P: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in mission.
Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a
broken world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an urgent
desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent
retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution. Sustain
international aid workers and peacemakers. We pray for those in Ukraine, Gaza, Venezuela, and
Central Africa. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

2



Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those seeking
asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill. We
pray especially for Bonnie, Nancy, Jim, Chuck, Shelvy, Ed, Dick, Sharon, Mark, Donn, Joan,
the family of Elaine Benson, Roberta, Freda, Chad, Barb, Nan, Adrienne, Steve, Bruce, Tom,
and those on a mission trip to the Dominican Republic. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by
loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are
homebound. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have
gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

¢ PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE OFFERING We share our offerings for the mission of Christ through Bethlehem. Thank
you for your participation in this ministry to the Glory of God!

*+OFFERING PRAYER God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use

what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn...

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY page 144
JdHoly, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*+THE LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+INVITATION TO COMMUNION Here is the Lamb of QR code fo enter your
God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table;

taste and see.

<+ COMMUNION HYMN page 146
J Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. (sing 2x)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.




DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION You may come forward to receive communion at
this time. If you prefer to commune in your pew, please let the usher know.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from
this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all
we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & MILESTONES

Talent Show Rehearsal after service today.

Dinner/Show/Silent Auction Fundraiser January 17", Auction items are due tomorrow!
Annual Congregational Meeting is January 25™ after the 9:00 am service.

The 2025 Annual report is on the table in the narthex. Please take only 1 copy per family.

+» BLESSING May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise *F bless you now and forever. Amen.

+SENDING HYMN ELW #551 v 1-2 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
»DISMISSAL Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103334.
Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-742683 & CCLI #2659714 . All Rights Reserved.

This Week at BL.C

Mon., Jan. 12 .................. 1:00 pm Cards
............. 1:00 pm Silent Auction Items Due
Tues.,Jan. 13 .............. 8:30 am Quilting
10:30 am Bible Study
............ 6:30 pm Worship & Music meeting
Wed.,Jan. 14 ................ 5:30 pm Worship
............... 6:30 pm Talent Show Rehearsal

.. 6:45 pm — 8:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal
Fri,Jan.16 ............... 9:00 am — 11:00 am
visitation for Elaine Benson, service at 11 am
Sat., Jan. 17... 4pm Dinner & Silent Auction
start; 7pm Talent Show; 8pm Auction ends
Sun., Jan. 18 ... 9am Worship w/Praise Team

- . 10:15 am Sunday School

Wednesdav Worshlp Team, 5:30 pm 1/7
Acolyte: Laila S Altar Guild: Cheryl H
Usher & Door: Geoff G

Sunday Worship Team, 9:00 am 1/11

Acolyte: Zane B Usher: Robin K
Altar Guild: Sherry J Reader: Sandy S
Door: Larry S Music: Carla G
Com. Assist.: Del M & Sherry J Video:

...........................
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Prayers for: Bonnie Bender, Nancy Buckley, Jim
Crawford, Chuck Miller, Shelvy Ritter, Ed
Rohrbacher, Dick & Sharon Schreiber, Mark
Teslik, Donn Trinrud, Joan Von Haden, family of
Elaine Benson, & those on a mission trip to the
Dominican Republic.

Extended prayers

Roberta Lapp (daughter of Betty Jacoby)

Freda Manzullo (sister of Mark Teslik)

Chad Minnema (son of Rosemary Minnema)

Barb Nelson (friend of Judy LaMarche/Shirley Stibb-Banks)
Nan Rebholz (mother of Robin Kvalo)

Adrienne & Steve Rohrbacher (granddaughter & son
of Ed & Marie Rohrbacher)

Bruce Schulz (father of Mercedes Cave)
Tom Teslik (son of Mark Teslik)

Spaghetti Dinner/Talent Show/Silent Auction
January 17,2026 from 4:00 pm — 8:00 pm

Annual Congregational Meeting is January 25"
after the 9:00 am service, report is available in the
narthex!

2026 Contribution Envelopes are in the narthex.



