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MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Dear Members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your pledges for 2025 and for your continued generosity in supporting our
mission and ministry! We have strong leadership in our council, committees, and Pastor Jaime, a
strong youth program, a talented Praise Team, choir, and musicians, a wonderful building, and a
solid community presence. We want to continue our robust programs and maintain our beautiful
church that is 18 years old already.

Our stewardship committee and council have decided to address the reality of necessary financial
increases in two ways. Our first goal is to increase our monthly congregational giving $2,500 a
month to cover cost-of-living increases and routine building maintenance. Our insurance
company has tripled our deductible for a total of $7,500. Unfortunately, this is now the standard
with any church insurance. Our second goal is to save for the air handlers that heat and cool
our facility. We have 6 remaining units to replace for a total cost of $137,000. Our goal is to raise
this over the next 3 years at $46,000 a year and chart our monthly growth beginning January 2025.

We want you to know that both of our financial goals are equally important. Fundraising efforts
have begun for the air handlers and there will be future opportunities to help us achieve these
goals, but you don’t have to wait if you want to get involved now. Donations can be accepted at
any time. Thank you to the Women’s Group for a generous donation towards the air handlers.

We hope that with prayerful thought and consideration, we can all play a part to meet our goals for
financial sustainability and continuing our mission and ministry. Thank you for all that you do!

God’s family working together to welcome all.

Kerry Melby

Council President G;@_AL SETTE- E@
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FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL
On Sunday, December 1% our lesson will be A Good Ruler Jeremiah 33:14-17.

On Saturday, December 7th, all Sunday School students will meet at 9am for play practice, crafts
and lunch. As part of Gifts of Bethlehem on Sunday, December 8th all our students will perform in
the play “God’s Gift to Us”! Please have your child/ren arrive at 8:40 am in their Sunday School
Room. The children have been hard at work learning their songs and parts and can’t wait for
everyone to see it.

After Gifts of Bethlenem program has concluded, we will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall for
baked goods and beverages. If you would like to bring something for the gathering, please drop it
off before or at the beginning of Gifts of Bethlehem. If you would be available to help with set-up
and clean-up please let us know.

Don’t forget our last lesson before Christmas break is on December 15th where we will learn about
John the Baptist Luke 3:1-18. Our first day of class in the New Year will be January 5™,

We hope you have a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.

We are very grateful to have your child/ren in Sunday School this year. If you have any questions,
please see or call Jeanette Gessner or your child’s teacher.

OUR CHURCH

DID YOU KNOW?

e We had over 150 children participate in Trunk or Treat
and decorated over 60 pumpkins!

e Confirmation has 22 students involved this year.

e Sunday school has 18 students pre-k to 5th grade.

e Wednesday night service averages are 20 to 30 people,
up from 10 to 20 people. DID YOU

e Sunday morning attendance numbers are averaging 75- KNOW?
100 people, up from 50 to 75 people.

e We have welcomed 10 new members into our
congregation this year so far.

e We collected 339 Ibs of food for the Portage and
Wyocena Food Pantries in October & November.

POINSETTIAS

If you would like to share a poinsettia this Christmas in memory or
honor of a loved one this year, orders are due with payment by
December 9. Order forms are on the narthex table. Please be sure
and leave the poinsettia here until after the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve
= Worship Service. Thank you!
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THANK YOU

Thank you to Nancy Schwenke for
donating this year’s Christmas Tree in
memory of her husband Ron. The tree
decorating is December 7" at 9:00 am!

NEW MEMBER CLASS

There is a new member class for those interested
in joining the Bethlehem family on December 15
at 10:30 am with Pastor Jaime.

AIR HANDLER FUNDRAISER
Car Wash Cards

Kwik Trip car

wash cards are on sale now!
To place an order, please see
Amy in the office (M-W 9-
3pm or Th-F 9-12pm) or you
can order on Sunday mornings.

: > Cards cost $35 for 5 ultimate
washes (a $50 value), and $15 goes to the church! All
proceeds will go to the air handler fund. Great stocking
stuffers! Get your order and money in by December 8" and the
cards will be available for pickup by the 17,

4

If you or a loved one are having surgery and would like
a visit/call from Pastor Jaime, please let the office o
know. The hospital doesn’t notify us of your stay. = \ /

There will not be a Gifts of Bethlehem Silent
Auction this year. Watch for its return in 2025!

December 14th
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Forget baking this year and purchase your box of
cookies right here! There is a variety to choose from!

~— /N

2024

Gifts of Bethlehem

Arnnal Program

Please join us on

Sunday, December 8th 9:00am

Oy pregram includes:

The Sunday School Christmas play, instrumental performances, beautiful
holiday singing, and the BLC choir and Praise Team.
Refreshments and fellowship following the program.

Everyone is welcome!!

HOPE HOUSE

Now through December 31,
we’re collecting the follow-
ing items for Hope House.
*New Pillows

*Deodorant

*New Women's & Men's
underwear (all sizes)

*Size 5 & 6 Diapers

*Arts & Crafts (crayons,
acrylic paint, art kits, sketch-
books, ceramics to paint)
*Playdough

*Fidgets

*Slime

*Squishmallows

*Lego Sets

*Used cell/smart phones
*Used iPods & iPads
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
2024

December 18th
5:30 pm Blue Christmas Service

December 24th
Christmas Eve Worship Services
2:00 pm & 4:00 pm
(livestreaming at 4:00 pm)

December 25th
No Worship Service

December 29th
9:00 am Lessons and Carols

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

C}é%as

a service of remembrance and hope

ELCA Good Gifts
There will be a tree in the
narthex decorated with
special ornaments this year.
On them are gifts others
need around the world.
Pick from stocking a
backpack, vaccinations for
a child, a goat (or two), a
pig, a cow, and more!
Please make your check
payable to the church and
use the provided envelope
to let us know what you are
purchasing, and we’ll send
one check. Thank you!

While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful
or like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, unemployment, and loss are
magnified. Even those who are not struggling with losses may feel the stress of preparations

and expectations around Christmas time.

This year we will again have our Blue Christmas service on Wednesday, December 18" at
5:30 pm to provide a time and place of solace during this often-frenetic season surrounding the
celebration of Christmas. We will come together to seek healing and give room to share grief,
sadness, loneliness, or confusion when these emotions often feel out of place during the

holidays. Please join us as you feel comfortable.

December 2024
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December 2024 BLC Worship Volunteers - Thank youl!

Communion | Communion
Date Usher Reader Video Production| Assistant Assistant Altar Guild Acolyte Music Coffee Hour
Sun 121 .
9 am Dean Traut | DelMolden | Lori & Brady Cox | Del Molden | Kerry Melby | Kerry Melby Sofia Bell Carla
Wed 12/4 : Leah
5:30 pm Geoff Gilbert Cheryl Hebel | Cheryl Hebel Haroldson Carla
Sun12/8 . Gifts of : Sunday
9am Robin Kvalo Bethlehem Ben Rudolph Gifts of Bethlehem Carla School
Wed 12/11 : Judy Judy
5:30 pm Geoff Gilbert Donahue Donahue | Claire Langan Jody
Sun 1215 Bobbie Bobbie _ . : Hartley Bell &
9am Goodman Goodman Jeff Melby  [aimie Rudolphl Lisa Cook Lisa Cook Aaron Steiger Jody
Wed 12/18 : Darlene .
5:30 pm Geoff Gilbert Packard Blue Christmas Jody
Nanc MNanc Nanc Zane Bovre &
Sun 12/22 | Barb Rothwell y Joe Jackowski Judy Traut y y Patience Jody
Loether Loether Loether
9am Wheaton
Ann Ciske,
Del Molden, . .
Tues 12/24 | need 2 more Mark Teslik Lisa Cook Oleatta Carla
2:00 pm ushers Guenther
Bonnie Dixon,
Shia Kinleyh
Grosklaus, | Bonnie Dixon Jeff Melby Geoff Gilbert Lisa Cook Lisa Cook Jody
Barb Rothwell, Anderson
Tues 12/24 Kory Anderson
4:00 pm
Del Molden, Gabe Bishop
Sun 12/29 | Ellen Kabele | Mark Teslik, L essons and Carols & Ezsme Carla
9am Lisa Cook Wagner

Food Pantry Help is Team C!

Usher training after worship on Dec. 1%t & 15" — please attend one session!




Reminder if the Portage Schools are closed due to weather, so are we!

2025 Contribution envelopes will be
available for pick up mid-December.
We’ve recycled old envelopes but your
envelope # remains the same!

Profit and Loss Comparison
November 1-20, 2024

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Please have monetary donations to the
office no later than 9:00 am on
December 30" to receive credit on this
year’s statement. Thank you!

TOTAL

NOV1.20,2024  NOV1.20, 2023 (PY)

OCT1.20,2024(PP)  JAN 1-NOV 20, 2024 [YTD)

JAN 1. NOV 20, 2023 (PY YTD)

= [NCOMme
+ Operating Income 16,647.80 15,991.41 15,703.16 262,126.93 245,070.46
+ Other Designated Income 163.50 9,484.16 2,069.00 15,514.25 63,313.82
Total Income §16,811.30 §25475.57 $17,772.16 $277,641.18 §308,384.28
GROSS PROFIT §16,811.30 §25,475.57 $17,772.16 §277,641.18 §308,384.28
) Expenses §15,287.67 §35,991.97 $20,915.84 $243,182.94 §291,393.37
NET OPERATING INCOME §1,523.63 §-10,516.40 $.3,143.68 §34,458.24 $16,990.91
+ Other Income $2,050.00 $2,100.00 $1,600.00 $17,345.00 $28,365.00
) Other Expenses §1,998.70 §1,856.10 §1,565.00 $16,767.28 $27,896.93
NET OTHER INCOME §61.30 §243.90 $35.00 §577.72 §468.07
NET INCOME §1,574.93 §-10,272.50 $-3,108.68 $35,035.96 $17,458.98
Net cash income: $5601.44 -$10,922.18

December 2024
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Sunday

Dec 1
|9:{Pﬁam Warship
|10:153m Sunday Schoal

10:00 am Usher training

8
|9:003m Gifts of Bethlehem Service
| 10:00am Fellowship

15

|9:{?Oam Angie with River Haven here
|9:{?Oam Warship

|10:153m Sunday Schoal

|10:3{!am New Member Class

10:00 am Usher training

22
|9:{?Oam Warship

29
|9:{?Oam Warship

Monday

2
10:30am Tai Chi

L00pmCard Club @M@
£:00pm SRA @ e

5:00 pm Finance meeting

9

10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club 3
£:00pm SREA Meeting

»

&
e

16

10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club |«
£:30pm SRA Meeting

23
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

&b

e

30
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

[
e

Tuesday

3
%00am Quilters
|11:00am Bible Study

10
9:00am Quilters

17
9:00am Quilters
|11:Oﬂam Bible Study

24

%:00am Quilters
I?_:Oﬁpm Christmas Eve Worship
|4:00pm Christmas Eve Worship

3
9:00am Quilters
|11:Oﬂam Bible Study

Wednesday Thursday
4 5
10:30am Tai Chi

|5:30pm Waorship
I £:30pm Confirmation Class

11 12

|:| Food Pantry Helpers F.'OD
wamtaci  pantry
|5:30pm Waorship helpers

18 19
10:30am Tai Chi

I 5:30pm Blue Christmas Worship

I £:30pm Confirmation Class

2 26
|:| Office Closed for Christmas

Ko

*

Friday Saturday
] i
|:| Christmas Tree set-up %:00am Christmas Tree Decorating &
10:30am Tai Chi Youth Program pradtice
13 14
10:30am Tai Chi :00am Cookie Walk

20 21
| 10:00am Chimes Aticles Due
10:30am Tai Chi

27 28
10:30am Tai Chi
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Deadline for copy is the 20" of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

A huge thank you to all our volunteers throughout
the year that help make this church all that it is.
To all the Ushers, Readers, Altar Guild, Coffee

Hosts, Communion Assistants, Sunday School

Teachers, Confirmation Mentors, Lawn Care,

Property Maintenance, Committee Members,
Quilters... ... Thank you.

Have a Blessed Holiday
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