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MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your pledges for 2025 and for your continued generosity in supporting our 

mission and ministry! We have strong leadership in our council, committees, and Pastor Jaime, a 

strong youth program, a talented Praise Team, choir, and musicians, a wonderful building, and a 

solid community presence. We want to continue our robust programs and maintain our beautiful 

church that is 18 years old already. 
 

Our stewardship committee and council have decided to address the reality of necessary financial 

increases in two ways. Our first goal is to increase our monthly congregational giving $2,500 a 

month to cover cost-of-living increases and routine building maintenance. Our insurance 

company has tripled our deductible for a total of $7,500. Unfortunately, this is now the standard 

with any church insurance. Our second goal is to save for the air handlers that heat and cool 

our facility. We have 6 remaining units to replace for a total cost of $137,000. Our goal is to raise 

this over the next 3 years at $46,000 a year and chart our monthly growth beginning January 2025. 
 

We want you to know that both of our financial goals are equally important. Fundraising efforts 

have begun for the air handlers and there will be future opportunities to help us achieve these 

goals, but you don’t have to wait if you want to get involved now. Donations can be accepted at 

any time.  Thank you to the Women’s Group for a generous donation towards the air handlers. 
 

We hope that with prayerful thought and consideration, we can all play a part to meet our goals for 

financial sustainability and continuing our mission and ministry. Thank you for all that you do! 
 

God’s family working together to welcome all. 
 

Kerry Melby 
 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 

608-742-8502 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
www.bethlehemLCportage.org 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/sac-counseling116/chapter/defining-goals/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

On Sunday, December 1st our lesson will be A Good Ruler Jeremiah 33:14-17. 
 

On Saturday, December 7th, all Sunday School students will meet at 9am for play practice, crafts 

and lunch.  As part of Gifts of Bethlehem on Sunday, December 8th all our students will perform in 

the play “God’s Gift to Us”! Please have your child/ren arrive at 8:40 am in their Sunday School 

Room. The children have been hard at work learning their songs and parts and can’t wait for 

everyone to see it.  
 

After Gifts of Bethlehem program has concluded, we will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall for 

baked goods and beverages. If you would like to bring something for the gathering, please drop it 

off before or at the beginning of Gifts of Bethlehem. If you would be available to help with set-up 

and clean-up please let us know.  
 

Don’t forget our last lesson before Christmas break is on December 15th where we will learn about 

John the Baptist Luke 3:1-18. Our first day of class in the New Year will be January 5th. 
 

We hope you have a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.  

We are very grateful to have your child/ren in Sunday School this year. If you have any questions, 

please see or call Jeanette Gessner or your child’s teacher.  

OUR CHURCH 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• We had over 150 children participate in Trunk or Treat 

and decorated over 60 pumpkins! 

• Confirmation has 22 students involved this year. 

• Sunday school has 18 students pre-k to 5th grade. 

• Wednesday night service averages are 20 to 30 people, 

up from 10 to 20 people. 

• Sunday morning attendance numbers are averaging 75-

100 people, up from 50 to 75 people. 

• We have welcomed 10 new members into our 

congregation this year so far. 

• We collected 339 lbs of food for the Portage and 

Wyocena Food Pantries in October & November. 
 

POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to share a poinsettia this Christmas in memory or 

honor of a loved one this year, orders are due with payment by 

December 9th.  Order forms are on the narthex table.  Please be sure 

and leave the poinsettia here until after the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 

Worship Service.  Thank you! 

http://flickr.com/photos/matrianklw/72858953
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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THANK YOU 

 Thank you to Nancy Schwenke for 

donating this year’s Christmas Tree in 

memory of her husband Ron.  The tree 

decorating is December 7th at 9:00 am! 
 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

There is a new member class for those interested 

in joining the Bethlehem family on December 15th 

at 10:30 am with Pastor Jaime. 
 

AIR HANDLER FUNDRAISER 

Car Wash Cards 
 

Kwik Trip car 

wash cards are on sale now!  

To place an order, please see 

Amy in the office (M-W 9-

3pm or Th-F 9-12pm) or you 

can order on Sunday mornings. 
 

Cards cost $35 for 5 ultimate 

washes (a $50 value), and $15 goes to the church!  All 

proceeds will go to the air handler fund. Great stocking 

stuffers!  Get your order and money in by December 8th and the 

cards will be available for pickup by the 17th. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
             
 

 

HOPE HOUSE 
 

Now through December 31st, 
we’re collecting the follow-
ing items for Hope House. 
*New Pillows 
*Deodorant 
*New Women's & Men's 
underwear (all sizes) 
*Size 5 & 6 Diapers 
*Arts & Crafts (crayons, 
acrylic paint, art kits, sketch- 
books, ceramics to paint) 
*Playdough 
*Fidgets 
*Slime 
*Squishmallows 
*Lego Sets 
*Used cell/smart phones 
*Used iPods & iPads 
 

 

There will not be a Gifts of Bethlehem Silent 

Auction this year.  Watch for its return in 2025! 

If you or a loved one are having surgery and would like 

a visit/call from Pastor Jaime, please let the office 

know.  The hospital doesn’t notify us of your stay. 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
 

 
 

While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful 

or like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, unemployment, and loss are 

magnified. Even those who are not struggling with losses may feel the stress of preparations 

and expectations around Christmas time. 
 

This year we will again have our Blue Christmas service on Wednesday, December 18th at 

5:30 pm to provide a time and place of solace during this often-frenetic season surrounding the 

celebration of Christmas. We will come together to seek healing and give room to share grief, 

sadness, loneliness, or confusion when these emotions often feel out of place during the 

holidays. Please join us as you feel comfortable.  

ELCA Good Gifts 

There will be a tree in the 

narthex decorated with 

special ornaments this year.  

On them are gifts others 

need around the world.  

Pick from stocking a 

backpack, vaccinations for 

a child, a goat (or two), a 

pig, a cow, and more!  

Please make your check 

payable to the church and 

use the provided envelope 

to let us know what you are 

purchasing, and we’ll send 

one check.  Thank you! 
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December 2024 BLC Worship Volunteers  -  Thank you! 

Food Pantry Help is Team C!   Usher training after worship on Dec. 1st & 15th – please attend one session! 
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Reminder if the Portage Schools are closed due to weather, so are we! 

2025 Contribution envelopes will be 

available for pick up mid-December.  

We’ve recycled old envelopes but your 

envelope # remains the same!     

Please have monetary donations to the 

office no later than 9:00 am on 

December 30th to receive credit on this 

year’s statement.  Thank you!     



 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

 

 
December       

5:00 pm Finance meeting 

10:00 am Usher training 

10:00 am Usher training 



 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to all our volunteers throughout 

the year that help make this church all that it is. 

To all the Ushers, Readers, Altar Guild, Coffee 

Hosts, Communion Assistants, Sunday School 

Teachers, Confirmation Mentors, Lawn Care, 

Property Maintenance, Committee Members, 

Quilters……Thank you. 

 

Have a Blessed Holiday 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  


