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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear church,  

With the celebration of the establishment of the United States of 

America this month, I thought it would be an appropriate time to share 

about the symbols we do and do not use in worship and why this is 

important. In our Christian worship services, “[We] have powerful visual 

symbols that carry deep meaning: bread and wine, water, the Bible and 

most importantly, the assembly itself. What is the power of such symbols? 

In the words of Principles for Worship, they “support the proclamation of 

the word of God” (Principle S-16). The symbols that are central for 

Christians focus on what is distinctive in Christian identity: being baptized 

into Christ, being formed by the Word, being fed at Christ’s table. Such 

symbols draw us to Christ and enrich our worship as a community and as 

individuals.”  

One symbol you will see quite often in our communities, especially 

this month, is the American flag. The American flag is a powerful national 

symbol that represents a complex history which can have various impacts 

on observers of this symbol. “The distinction that can be made between the 

powerful symbolism of the flag and the powerful Christian symbols is that 

the Christian symbols are transcultural; they are not national symbols. 

Christians from around the globe can be drawn to Christ in the presence of 

such symbols. As Saint Paul says: "For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:27-28). The most appropriate visual symbols 

displayed in worship spaces convey this unity in Christ.”  

“As Christians, however, we live as both baptized people of God 

and citizens of a nation. Living as both members of the Church and citizens 

of a country has its challenges. Martin Luther in his commentary on the 

first commandment noted that, “We are to fear, love, and trust God above 

all things.2” Honoring the flag of our country certainly has its place, yet in 

worship, we are focused on the eternal presence of Christ that extends 

beyond tribe and nation.”  

As Christians we are called to love God above all things and to love 

our neighbors as ourselves, including our neighbors around the world. I 

want to encourage us to keep in mind our first and foremost identity as 

children of God, even as national celebrations take place this month. When 

we gather for worship, we gather to worship God, who reigns over all  

*continued on page 2* 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 
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OUR CHURCH 

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS 

Gift idea!  Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your car clean!  Cards 

are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car washes, a $50 value.  Stop in the office to 

purchase or leave your name on the order sheet in the narthex, cards are in stock. 
 

VOLUNTEERS 

We are always in search of volunteers!  If you’d be interested in 

lawnmowing, altar guild for Wednesday worship, and/or video production 

for Sunday, give Amy in the office a call! 608-742-8502 
 

LIVESTREAM CHANGE JULY 16TH & JULY 23RD 

July 20th worship will be at Goodyear Park & July 27th worship will 

be at the fair.  We will livestream at 5:30 pm on Wednesday July 16th 

and Wednesday July 23rd so those unable to make it to worship can 

watch service online.  Thank you to Joe Jackowski for doing this! 

COUNCIL VACANCY FILLED 

Thank you to Don Bender for filling the short-term council vacancy! 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Remember to sign up for VBS! 

Monday, July 28th ---- Friday, August 1st 

8:30 am ---- 12:00 pm 

Children ages 4 years old through 6th grade welcome! 

Registration can be done online, visit website: 

VBSPRO.EVENTS/p/784A02 

There is a QR Code on the VBS flyer. 

We will be sponsoring all children from BLC! 

There will be a VBS donation board in the Narthex if you 

would like to help with items needed this year for VBS or 

forms for anyone that would like to sponsor children. 

See you there! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*continued from page 1* 

 

creation, not one nation, and our sanctuary reflects this truth. 

If you would like to read more on this topic, I encourage you 

to check out the document from the ELCA that I pulled the 

earlier quotes from. It can be found at this link: 

(https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-

content/uploads/Are_flags_appropriate_in_church.pdf). If 

you have any questions about this topic or another, please 

reach out to me.  
 

In peace and hope, 

Pastor Jaime Benson 
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COMMUNITY AND BEYOND 

LUTHERAN VOLUNTEER CORPS FELLOWSHIP 

The Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC) is still accepting 

applications for 2025-2026 fellowships.  This is a full-time 

service and leadership program operating in various cities across 

the United States.  This program year’s cities include Washington, 

D.C., Minneapolis-St. Paul, Wilmington, and Pittsburgh. 
 

To learn more about the program and how to apply visit: 

https://www.lutheranvolunteercorps.org/ 

Applications are due by June 30th.  The program begins 

September 1, 2025 and runs through July 31, 2026. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions? 
judynolde@sbcglobal.net 

Dates and Locations 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 

https://www.lutheranvolunteercorps.org/
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 38 Patterned Dinner Plates 

34 Patterned Salad Plates 

30 Patterned Dessert Plates 

61 Patterned Saucers 

64 Patterned Coffee Cups 

136 White Dinner Plates 

43 White Coffee Cups 

 

127 Clear Salad Plates 

Any item .50¢ 
 

FOR SALE 

Items are in the 
kitchen for 
 viewing! 

Remember To Update Your Electronic Giving Amount 

Please remember if you’ve set up online giving through your bank, Simply Giving, or Vanco, 

you need to update the amount withdrawn if you pledged a different amount for 2025 

vs. 2024.  Amy in the office can help you with Simply Giving or Vanco but doesn’t 

have access if you give through bill pay with your bank.  Thank you!  

We are now 

collecting 

the 

following 

PLASTICS 

year-round.  

There is a 

collection 

box in the 

narthex! 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR JULY 

 
 

 

Food Pantry Help is Team A for the Month of July! 

Lawn Mowing Schedule-Week of July 6th Del M; July 13th Butch J; July 20th Steve M; July 27th Ben R 
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The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

Personal Dishes 
 

Any unclaimed dishes/containers in the narthex        

will get donated if not picked up by Monday, 

July 14th! 


