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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear church,  
Last month we sent three representatives for Bethlehem to our 

synod assembly for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, of which we 

are a part. You may be wondering, what is a synod? And what is a synod 

assembly? Those are great questions! A synod is a regional group of 

congregations within the larger Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). There are a total of 65 synods in the ELCA and the South-Central 

Synod of Wisconsin is one of five in the state. A synod assembly is similar 

to our annual meeting of our congregation but for the entire synod. 

Representatives from every congregation, lay members and rostered clergy, 

are invited to this meeting to vote on various business items for the year 

which includes reports from the previous year, synod policies and 

guidelines, and the upcoming budget, along with any resolutions that are 

submitted for the year.  
This year the assembly began on Friday evening with fellowship, 

food, and recognition of milestone anniversaries for rostered clergy and for 

congregations. On Saturday, the business portion of the assembly was 

opened. We continued our worship throughout the entire assembly as it was 

intermixed with the business sections throughout the day. We heard reports 

and updates from the synod staff and synod council officers. We elected 

new representatives to the synod council, the consultation committee, and 

the committee on discipline. We also voted on 5 resolutions this year and 

there was a lot of discussion around some of these as they addressed issues 

on current events and our collective response as a larger representation of 

the body of Christ. If you are interested in seeing what materials were 

voted on, please visit the assembly page on the synod website and look 

under resources (https://scsw-elca.org/assembly2025/). Synod assembly is 

one way we stay connected with the larger body of Christ in our area and 

join our voices in witnessing to what God is doing in our midst and how we 

might partner with the Holy Spirit in living out our calls as disciples. Each 

year at our annual meeting we vote on our representatives for the upcoming 

synod assembly. If this is something you are interested in exploring for 

next year, please talk to a current council member or myself. If you have 

any questions about this year’s assembly, please reach out to Kerry Melby, 

Jeff Melby, or myself. 
 

In peace and hope,  
Pastor Jaime Benson  
 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scsw-elca.org/assembly2025/
mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
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OUR CHURCH 

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS 

Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your car clean!  Cards are $35 each, 

with that you get 5 Ultimate car washes, a $50 value.  Stop in the office to purchase or leave 

your name on the order sheet in the narthex.  This is a great gift idea! 
 

WOMEN’S TEA A SUCCESS! 

The Women's group hosted another Afternoon Tea 

on Saturday, April 26th. Our theme was all Four 

Seasons, so the hostesses decorated their respected 

table according to what season they chose. This year 

we had Julie Saalsaa as our speaker. She talked 

about tea and making the perfect cup of tea. 

Katherine Crawford donated the tea. The cinnamon 

plum flavored tea was a great choice most of the 

women who attended. We made $1,275 and were 

happy as we had only 8 tables this year. Thank you 

to Bobbie Goodman, Angela Pace, Kerry Melby, 

Nancy Loether, Ginny Paulson, Trish Trinrud, Ann 

Ciske & Margaret Molden for hosting a table. Judy Traut and Ellen Benson were in the kitchen making the tea 

and helped with clean up. We couldn't have done it without them. 
 

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP 

We only had three people for the spring highway clean-up this 
year.  Nine bags of garbage were collected.  Stay tuned for the 
fall clean-up date! 
 

THANK YOU’S 

Thank you to Brian Franson for donating two covered cooking pans for the kitchen! 
 

Thank you to Kathyrn Crawford for the beautiful plant arrangement for 

Administrative Professionals Day in April!  It was really appreciated, Amy. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped celebrate my birthday this past month! Every 

decoration, card, gift, treat, and all the well wishes were SO appreciated! Thank you for 

celebrating this milestone with me and for making me feel very loved. Blessings, Pastor Jaime 
 

Thank you to Del Molden for installing bird barriers and lighting repair work. 

PRAYER GARDEN 

Our church grounds have a beautiful Memorial Prayer Garden that can be used for many family functions such 

as weddings, baptisms, funerals, and a photo background.  We continue to offer memorial bricks, which can be 

made to honor your loved ones, memorialize those who have died, or 

recognize family members.  When you order more than one brick, they will 

be laid as a group.  Each brick is a 4” x 8” clay paver with epoxy filled 

lettering.  There can be three lines of letters/numbers with up to 14 characters 

for each line (spaces and punctuation are considered characters).  The cost of 

each brick is $75.00.  To order, stop in the office for a form. All orders 

placed by November 1st each year will be placed the following spring on the 

church clean-up date.  If bricks are ordered, engraved, and able to be placed 

sooner, the member will be notified.  See samples.  
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

On Sunday May 4th we held a Congregational Potluck following 

church. There were decorations and Moose cookies to frost and 

decorate to go with the VBS Theme of True North. A few played 

games.  
 

Please remember to sign up for VBS. The dates are Monday, July 

28th-Friday, August 1st from 8:30-12:00pm. Children ages 4 years 

old through 6th grade. Registration can be done online website 

VBSPRO.EVENTS/p/784A02. There is also a QR Code on the VBS 

flyer. We will be sponsoring all children from BLC. There will be 

a VBS donation board in the Narthex if you would like to help with 

items needed this year for VBS. There will also be forms for anyone 

that would like to sponsor children this year.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
• Did you know that so far 

we have raised $23,254 
for the air handlers.  That 
has put us on track to 
reach our goal of $45,667 
by the end of the year. 

 

• Did you know we have an 
average of 13 people 
tuning into our video 
streaming every Sunday, 
and by the end of the 
week there is an average 
of 31 views.  On Easter 
Sunday we had 35 people 
log on for the 10:30 
service! 

 

• Did you know we are 
saving and recycling 
aluminum cans?  So far 
this year we have raised 
$115 that goes into the 
youth fund.  Please place 
your aluminum cans by 
the back door in the bin to 
be picked up and 
recycled. 

 

• Did you know the plant 
sale has so far raised 
$412. Thank you to Barb 
Rothwell, Marie 
Rohrbacher, Amy 
Koziczkowski and Kerry 
Melby. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

• Did you know we offer 
electronic giving here at 
Bethlehem.  Just as you 
have monthly bills, 
unfortunately, so do we.  
We rely on consistent 
offerings to provide 
worship and other 
activities.  With summer 
approaching fast, many of 
you will be traveling.  To 
stay on track with 
offerings, we encourage 
you to enroll in electronic 
giving either through the 
church or directly through 
your own bank.  Forms are 
available in the narthex 
and office. 

 

• Did you know the Prayer 
Garden has had new 
mulch put down?  Flowers 
are starting to bloom so 
make sure you take a walk 
and experience the ever-
changing blooms!  Thank 
you to Bonnie Dixon for 
getting the mulch, Barb 
Rothwell, Barb Tetzlaf, 
and Jeff and Kerry Melby 
for raking, weeding, and 
pulling out old plants in 
preparation for the mulch. 

 

• Did you know that the 
Taste of Portage pie 
booth will be Friday, 
August 22 and Saturday, 
August 23.  We will again 
need about 90 pies for the 
weekend.  Start thinking 
pies and pie tins! 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR JUNE 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Food Pantry Help is Team C for the Month of June! 

Lawn Mowing Schedule-Week of June 1st: Steve M; June 8th: Ben R; June 15th: Del M; June 22nd: Jeff M; June 29th: Dan K 

Dean & 
Judy Traut 
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FINANCE 

  

 

 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 
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The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

The whole church watched with anticipation as the visitors sat where 
the Martins have sat for 42 years. 


