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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

CHIMES Newsletter 
MARCH 2025   VOLUME 87, ISSUE 3 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

 

Dear church,  
 

Recently, I was reflecting on Jesus’ words in John 15:1-17 

where he talks about being the true vine and we are the 

branches. I encourage you to take a look at that now. In this text, 

Jesus emphasizes again and again the importance of abiding 

with him in not only living but thriving. However, an important 

part of thriving involves 

pruning. Letting go and 

trimming off the things 

that no longer belong so 

that we can grow and bear 

the fruit God created for us 

to bear. Pruning can be 

painful in the shorter term 

but in the long term it can 

lead to new life and 

growth beyond what we 

imagine. As we begin the 

season of Lent together, let 

us take a posture of reflection and discern what pruning God 

may have in store for us. What might God be inviting us to let 

go of? What might God be taking away to make way for our 

own growth and flourishing? What fruit are we called and 

equipped to bear? As this season begins and unfolds, may we 

reconnect with the truth and promise of the gift of God’s love 

for us. Our abiding relationship with God is vital to our identity, 

our purpose, and our flourishing.  
 

In peace, 
 

Pastor Jaime Benson  
 

 

 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
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OUR CHURCH 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday service is March 5th at 5:30 pm.  The Lenten 

Soup Suppers will begin that evening at 6:30 pm.  Each week a 

committee and/or group is in charge of hosting a meal and the 

confirmation group is in charge of serving and cleaning up. 

 

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS 
 

Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your 

car clean!  Cards are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car 

washes, a $50 value.  Stop in the office to purchase.  Monday – 

Wednesday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm or Thursday – Friday, 9:00 am 

– 12:00 pm.  Checks should be made payable to the church. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Our fundraising efforts are 

underway to increase our 

monthly giving and to replace 

our air handlers. 
 

So far we have raised $20,956 

for the air handlers and we are 

starting to track our monthly 

giving. 
 

Upcoming events: 

February 22nd was our Pancake 

Breakfast, and we raised 

$5,270.60! 
 

Car wash cards are available and 

cost $35.00 for 5 $10.00 washes.  $15 goes to the church. 
 

We have an ongoing “Fill the Bucket” challenge in which we have a metal bucket that will be 

placed in the aisle as you enter church for you to throw in your change.  When we get it filled we 

will have a contest to guess the amount!  Closest one wins a Domino's gift card. 

Schedule for hosting supper 

March 5th –  Women’s Group 

March 12th –   Confirmation 

March 19th –  Praise Team/Hand Chimes 

March 26th –  Council 

April 2nd –   All Committees/High School 

April 9th –   Sunday School/Choir 
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FAITH FORMATION  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The lessons we will be studying in March are: 

1-The Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) 

2-God’s Promises to Abram (Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18). 
 

Looking ahead. Sunday School will be part of the group serving 

Lenten Supper on Wednesday, April 9th. If you are able to 

help or bring something please sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dada72fa1fcc43-

55008829-2025. If you are unable to help on April 9th or if you 

like to sign up for another week you will see all the weeks at 

the above link and where help is needed.  
 

We are busy working on music and a little skit for Palm 

Sunday (April 13th).  There will also be an Easter egg hunt 

that day!   

THE OFFICE 

DONATIONS OF ITEMS 

Please remember to check with the office first before dropping 

items off you think the church might be able to use.  We 

are very limited on storage space!  608-742-8502 
 

TIME CHANGE 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before 

you go to bed on Saturday March 8th!  Spring officially 

begins March 20th. 
 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
 

We welcome Diana Shebel of Portage to the BLC 

family!  She officially joined February 16th.   

 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you to all that helped make the Pancake 

Breakfast and Bake Sale a success!  We estimate 

serving 125 people, sold numerous baked goods, and 

quite a few quilts.  This fundraiser was a great boost to 

the Air Handler Fund.  Thank you!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dada72fa1fcc43-55008829-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dada72fa1fcc43-55008829-2025
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR MARCH 

 

Food Pantry Help is Team C for the Month of March! 

HELP 

NEEDED 

HELP 

NEEDED 
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FINANCE 

 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

    March                             

 

    Remember to get your Easter 
    Flower order to the office by 
                   March 24th! 

                                                                                               

6:30pm Supper by Confirm. 

6:30pm Praise Team practice 

9:00am Worship 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

Ash Wednesday is March 5th.  Service is at 

5:30 pm.  Please join us in the fellowship after 

service and enjoy a Soup Supper hosted by the 

Women’s Group. 


