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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

CHIMES Newsletter 
MAY 2025   VOLUME 87, ISSUE 5 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Dear church,  

One week in worship this year we had prayer stations set 

up for everyone to participate in. One of those stations asked the 

question, “what are the fruits we want to be known for as a 

church?” and participants were invited to write their answers on 

slips of paper and add them to the tree. This station moved into 

our narthex for further participation in the weeks to follow. You 

can find the answers provided for this question in the fruit image 

included on this page. The bigger the word or phrase, the more 

answers that included that word. I invite you to take a look at 

these fruits and reflect on them. How are we bearing some of 

these fruits already? How might we cultivate some of these 

fruits more fervently? What pruning and planting is needed for 

these fruits to ripen? What is our relationship with our 

environment and what impact does it have on the fruits we 

bear?  

In John 15, Jesus reminds us of our connection to him and 

to God and how vital they are to our living and flourishing. In 

verse 5 he says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5 NRSVUE) These fruits that 

we want to be known for stem directly from our relationship 

with Jesus and outside of that relationship, we cannot flourish as 

we can within. As we ponder these questions, let us remain 

rooted in our relationship with God. Let us tend to the well-

being of ourselves and others, because we too are beloved and 

deserve rest. All fruit bearing plants have 

seasons of rest and growth. Let us pay 

attention to the season we are invited into 

here and now. Let us attend to the vines 

God has entrusted to us to bear the fruit 

God has placed on our hearts.  

In peace and hope,  

Pastor Jaime Benson 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.bethlehemLCportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.bethlehemlcportage.org/
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OUR CHURCH 

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS 

Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your car clean!  Cards 

are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car washes, a $50 value.  Stop in the 

office to purchase or leave your name on the order sheet in the narthex.  This is 

a great gift idea! 
 

CHANGE FOR THE AIR HANDLERS 

One bucket has been filled for the change collection to help boost the air handlers fund.  The 

total amount raised was $533.61!  The winner that guessed the closest amount was Dan 

Kucksdorf guessing $575.  Congratulations for winning the $10 Domino’s gift card! 

Start saving your change again, the next Change Sunday is August 3rd and Wednesday 

August 6th.  Update – we’ve raised $23,009 for the air handlers thus far.  That is 

enough to purchase at least one air handler.  The goal by the end of the year is to raise $45,667. 
 

TEACHER RECOGNITION 

May 4th is the last day of Sunday School.  We will recognize the following 

2024-2025 teachers and mentors during worship service: Tania Anderson, 

Molly Nyholm, Jaimie Rudolph, Amanda Thiele, Jeanette Gessner, Melissa 

O’Rourke, Derek Haroldson and Kimberly, Olivia, Isabel, and Joey Bue.  

Thank you all for your dedication to our youth. 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

May 18th we will recognize our 

graduating seniors!  After worship 

service, join us in the fellowship 

hall for fellowship in their honor.  

Included in this edition is a Q&A 

from some of our seniors. 

PLANT SALE 

We will have a plant sale here Sunday May 18th.  If you have any plants 

you’d like to donate to the sale, please have them here by May 15th and 

make sure you include the plant identification with it, thank you! 

THANK YOU 

Thanks to the ladies of the Women’s group that spot-cleaned the chairs in the 

fellowship hall.  Ginny Paulson, Kerry Melby, Ellen Benson,  

Ann Ciske, and Margaret Molden.  Thanks also for donating your 

machines Ann Ciske and Nancy Loether.  The chairs look so much 

better.  Thanks again, Margaret Molden 

BUZZ ENTRY 

                          Reminder if you stop in, please ring the doorbell.   
  As soon as you hear a really loud ringing/buzz you can enter the building! 

Congratulations to Jack Brenner, 

Olivia Bue, Kane Chappell, Ian 

Hayes, Max Johnson, Max Kreuziger, 

Ethan Macomber, Grady Saalsaa, & 

Allyson Zabler. 
 

https://freepngimg.com/png/64023-green-symbol-dollar-sign-free-clipart-hq
https://freepngimg.com/png/64023-green-symbol-dollar-sign-free-clipart-hq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

Thank you to Jeff and 

Kerry Melby for 

representing Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church 

alongside Pastor Jaime at 

the annual Synod 

Assembly taking place 

May 16th & 17th this year. 

 
 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Students or friends of 

students! Are you 

attending or planning to 

attend UW-Madison, UW-

Platteville, or UW-

Whitewater, or do you 

know someone who is? 

The South-Central Synod 

of Wisconsin has campus 

ministry sites at each of 

these locations. Please 

visit https://scsw-

elca.org/campusministry/ 

and complete the short 

form so you can be 

connected with events and 

opportunities. 

 

https://scsw-elca.org/campusministry/
https://scsw-elca.org/campusministry/
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

On Sunday May 4th, we will have a 

Congregational Spring potluck following the 

service. There will be activities for all ages. 

Please see sign-up link on the above flyer. 
 

There will be a fundraiser for VBS at Culver’s 

May 19th, from 5 pm to 8 pm. Please stop by 

and support the VBS program by having 

something delicious to eat! 
 

Mark your calendar- TRUE NORTH VBS is 

7/28 - 8/1 from 8:30-12:00. Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church is sponsoring ALL children 

from our congregation that sign up this year!  

Register on Website: 

VBSPRO.EVENTS/p/784A02. There is also a 

QR code on the VBS flyer.  
 

We had a great year with your children and look 

forward to seeing them this Fall. 
 

Have a great Summer! 

 

Click here to sign-up 

this link! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-56310398-congregational
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-56311167-church
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COMMUNITY AND BEYOND 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Camp GLOW 

Giving Loved Ones Wings 

May 24th from 10 am – 3 pm 

Ochsner Park, 903 Park St. Baraboo 
 

Camp GLOW is for 

grieving children ages 

6-14 & the grown-ups 

who love them.  Staffed 

by SSM Health at Home spiritual & grief 

counselors as well as specially trained 

volunteers, Camp GLOW gives kids the 

opportunity to share their grief in a safe 

space.  No charge and lunch and snacks 

are provided throughout the day. 
 

Limited space, please register at least 

two weeks before camp.  

ssmhealth.com/CampGLOW 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mon. May 19th  

See you 
there! 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR MAY 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Volunteers needed for Sunday Altar Guild and Wednesday Usher and Door Monitor. 

Please let Amy in the office know if you’d like to help. 608-742-8502 

Food Pantry Help is Team B for the Month of May! 

Lawn Mowing Schedule - Week of May 4th – Jeff M.; May 11th – Dan K.; May 18th – Emil L.; May 25th – Butch J. 
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FINANCE 

  

 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

          May 

Office Closed 
for Memorial 

Day 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: bethlehemLCportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

Thank you to the following that 
decorated the church for Easter this 
year.  Kerry Melby, Angela Pace, 
Ginny Paulson, Judy Traut, Emil & 
Nancy Loether, Kimberly and Olivia 
Bue, and Margaret Molden.  The 
church looked so beautiful and 
welcoming for Easter Sunday! 

Highway Clean-up Saturday 
May 3rd at 9:00 am!  Vests 
will be provided, please bring 
gloves! 


