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Dear church,

One week in worship this year we had prayer stations set
up for everyone to participate in. One of those stations asked the
question, “what are the fruits we want to be known for as a
church?” and participants were invited to write their answers on
slips of paper and add them to the tree. This station moved into
our narthex for further participation in the weeks to follow. You
can find the answers provided for this question in the fruit image
included on this page. The bigger the word or phrase, the more
answers that included that word. | invite you to take a look at
these fruits and reflect on them. How are we bearing some of
these fruits already? How might we cultivate some of these
fruits more fervently? What pruning and planting is needed for
these fruits to ripen? What is our relationship with our
environment and what impact does it have on the fruits we
bear?

In John 15, Jesus reminds us of our connection to him and
to God and how vital they are to our living and flourishing. In
verse 5 he says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5 NRSVUE) These fruits that
we want to be known for stem directly from our relationship
with Jesus and outside of that relationship, we cannot flourish as
we can within. As we ponder these questions, let us remain
rooted in our relationship with God. Let us tend to the well-
being of ourselves and others, because we too are beloved and
deserve rest. All fruit bearing plants have
seasons of rest and growth. Let us pay
attention to the season we are invited into
here and now. Let us attend to the vines
God has entrusted to us to bear the fruit
God has placed on our hearts.

In peace and hope,

Pastor Jaime Benson
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Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 East
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-8502
Email: office@blcportage.org
www.bethlehemLCportage.org

Office Hours
Monday - Wednesday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday — Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Jaime Availability
(or by appointment)
Monday
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am -11:00 am

Worship Services
Wednesday
5:30 pm
Sunday
9:00 am

Sunday School
Ist & 3rd Sunday throughout the
school year
10:15 am

Confirmation
1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout
the school year
6:30 pm

Inclement Weather
If the Portage school district closes
due to weather, so do we. All
activities, practices, etfc. When in
doubt, stay home and stay safe.

All days and times listed are
subject to change with holidays.
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KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS

Help us raise money for the Air Handler Fund by keeping your car clean! Cards

are $35 each, with that you get 5 Ultimate car washes, a $50 value. Stop in the ¥
office to purchase or leave your name on the order sheet in the narthex. This is ‘.5:45 * Z
a great gift idea! 'a

CHANGE FOR THE AIR HANDLERS

One bucket has been filled for the change collection to help boost the air handlers fund. The
total amount raised was $533.61! The winner that guessed the closest amount was Dan /‘l\
Kucksdorf guessing $575. Congratulations for winning the $10 Domino’s gift card!

Start saving your change again, the next Change Sunday is August 3" and Wednesday ¢
August 6. Update — we’ve raised $23,009 for the air handlers thus far. That is

enough to purchase at least one air handler. The goal by the end of the year is to raise $45,667.

TEACHER RECOGNITION

OUR May 4™ is the last day of Sunday School. We will recognize the following
TEACHERS 2024-2025 teachers and mentors during worship service: Tania Anderson,
Molly Nyholm, Jaimie Rudolph, Amanda Thiele, Jeanette Gessner, Melissa
O’Rourke, Derek Haroldson and Kimberly, Olivia, Isabel, and Joey Bue.
. I Thank you all for your dedication to our youth.
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY

May 18" we will recognize our
graduating seniors! After worship
service, join us in the fellowship
hall for fellowship in their honor.
Included in this edition is a Q&A
from some of our seniors.

Congratulations to Jack Brenner,
Olivia Bue, Kane Chappell, lan
Hayes, Max Johnson, Max Kreuziger,
Ethan Macomber, Grady Saalsaa, &
Allyson Zabler.

PLANT SALE

We will have a plant sale here Sunday May 18", If you have any plants
you’d like to donate to the sale, please have them here by May 15" and
make sure you include the plant identification with it, thank you!

THANK YOU

Thanks to the ladies of the Women’s group that spot-cleaned the Chalrs inthe
fellowship hall. Ginny Paulson, Kerry Melby, Ellen Benson, —
Ann Ciske, and Margaret Molden. Thanks also for donating your
machines Ann Ciske and Nancy Loether. The chairs look so much
better. Thanks again, Margaret Molden

BUZZ ENTRY

] (O”; Reminder if you stop in, please ring the doorbell.
' @ As soon as you hear a really loud ringing/buzz you can enter the building!
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Celebrating Seniors of BLC

Full Name (include nicknames):

lan Hayes

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Names:
Chad Hayes and Melissa Miller-Hayes

What School are you graduating from? Portage High School

What school/community activities have you been involved in?
Band, Curling and Trap Shooting throughout high school. I've been helping my neighbor
with her father who had MS, was diagnosed with cancer in 2024 and just passed away on 4-13-25.

What are your future plans?

| will be attending the UW Madison - Platteville, Baraboo Campus to take me general classes

my 1st year and then attend the UW La Crosse to complete my degree in Biology.

How can we, as a church family, pray for you?
By praying for continued good health and guidance.

If you had a song play every time you walk into a room, what
would it be and who is it by? My Way by Frank Sinatra

Love

Portage Ecumenical Community Service Campaign

JULY 16tne JULY 207

Send guestions to Tania Anderson at
parishassoclate@blcportage.org.

SYNOD ASSEMBLY

Thank you to Jeff and
Kerry Melby for
representing Bethlehem
Lutheran Church
alongside Pastor Jaime at
the annual Synod
Assembly taking place
May 16™ & 17" this year.

CAMPUS MINISTRY

Students or friends of
students! Are you
attending or planning to
attend UW-Madison, UW-
Platteville, or UW-
Whitewater, or do you
know someone who is?
The South-Central Synod
of Wisconsin has campus
ministry sites at each of
these locations. Please
visit https://scsw-
elca.org/campusministry/
and complete the short
form so you can be
connected with events and
opportunities.

May 2025
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THERE WILL BE
GAMES TOO!

May 4th | 10:00 am
Sign-up on the
link below to
bring a dish to
pass!

Click here to sign-up [

FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

On Sunday May 4th, we will have a
Congregational Spring potluck following the
service. There will be activities for all ages.
Please see sign-up link on the above flyer.

There will be a fundraiser for VBS at Culver’s
May 19th, from 5 pm to 8 pm. Please stop by
and support the VBS program by having
something delicious to eat!

Mark your calendar- TRUE NORTH VBS is
7/28 - 8/1 from 8:30-12:00. Bethlehem
Lutheran Church is sponsoring ALL children
from our congregation that sign up this year!
Register on Website:
VBSPRO.EVENTS/p/784A02. There is also a
QR code on the VBS flyer.

We had a great year with your children and look
forward to seeing them this Fall.

Have a great Summer!

CLEAN-UP

Saturday May 10" from 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Help is needed with weeding and clean-up in the
prayer garden.

Saturday May 17*" from 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Help is needed to spread mulch in the prayer garden.
Saturday May 17*" from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Help is needed on the church grounds moving sod,

trimming branches, etc. Please bring rakes & shovels.
If you can help with any of these dates, please click on

this link!

New Location: St. Mary School
Dates: July 28-August 1
Time: 8.30am-12 Noon

Cost: $5/child or $10/Family

Ages 4-entering 6th grade are welcome.
Volunteers needed! Seeking 7th-12 grade & adults.
Use qr code to Regl:ter or sign-up to Volunteer.

WEBSITE: VBSPRO. EVENTS/P/784A02

\portagelwiicommunityvbs@gmail.com | 608.566.7021

Sponsored by: Bethishem Lutheran Church, St. Mary's cothollc Church, Briggsville-

Moundville UMC, Portage UMC, & Portage Presbyterian Church

May 2025

Page 4 of 8



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-56310398-congregational
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADA72FA1FCC43-56311167-church

SIBORK'’ W

SUMMER

www.sparkdwell.org

LLs

2

Dear Partners in Ministry,

Registration is now open for the SCSW
pilgrimage to The Dwelling in North Carolina,
June 22 - 27, 20235.

The cost of the trip is $425 per person PLUS
travel expenses. The $425 registration fee
includes food, lodging, and programming while at
The Dwelling.

What is the pilgrimage all about?

Because justice issues related to homelessness,
hunger, poverty, racism, education disparity, and
more are complex situations that require
complex conversations and answers, the SCSW
and The Dwelling are partnering this summer to
offer opportunities for young people and adults to
spend a week participating in a Spirit and Service-
Learning Experience.

Hosted (housed) at a partner church in Winston-
Salem, NC, we will engage in a week of
relationship-building, education, story-telling and
service alongside formerly or currently homeless
individuals.

For more info, visit scsw-elca.org and click on
events.

Camp GLOW
Giving Loved Ones Wings
May 24" from 10 am — 3 pm
Ochsner Park, 903 Park St. Baraboo

Camp GLOW is for
grieving children ages
6-14 & the grown-ups
who love them. Staffed
by SSM Health at Home spiritual & grief
counselors as well as specially trained
volunteers, Camp GLOW gives kids the
opportunity to share their grief in a safe
space. No charge and lunch and snacks
are provided throughout the day.

Limited space, please register at least
two weeks before camp.
ssmhealth.com/CampGLOW

DONATE WHILE
YOU DINE!

WSIT CULVER’S OF PORTAGE ON
Mon. May 19" FROM 5PM-8PM AND CULVER'S WILL
DONATE A PERCENTAGE OF SALES TO
THE PORTAGE COMMUNITY UBS!

there!

May 2025
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Communion | Communion
Date Usher |Door Monitor| Reader |Video Production| Assistant | Assistant | Altar Guild | Acolyte Music Coffee Hour
Sun 5/4 John D Ann C Ginny M Joe J Jaimie R Lisa C Lisa C BenH Praise Team Congregational
9am Potluck
Wed §/7
5:30 pm Cheryl H Cheryl H Wyatt H Carla G
Sun 511
%am Sandy S Larry S JohnD Jeff M John D Kerry M Kerry M Kathryn T Ronna P
Wed 514
5:30 pm Judy D Judy D Kinleyh A Ronna P
Sun 518 : . . . Senior
Sam Bobbie G Kory A Ellen K Lon & Brady C Ellen K Lisa C LisaC Leah H Carla G Recognifion
Wed 5721 Sharon H SharonH | MakenzieS | Andreal
5:30 pm
Sun §/25 .
9am Del M Dianna B Nancy L Lyn H Nancy L Nancy L Zane B Carla G
w?d /28 CaraD CaraD Hartley B Andrea L
9:30 pm

is Team B for the Month of May!

LLawn Mowing Schedule - Week of May 4™ — Jeff M.; May 11" — Dan K.; May 18" — Emil L.; May 25" — Butch J.

Volunteers needed for Sunday Altar Guild and Wednesday Usher and Door Monitor.
Please let Amy in the office know if you’d like to help. 608-742-8502




FINANCE

2025 Offeri d to Goal
Long Term Reserve Fund Balances erings compared to =oa
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Financial Comparison
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
April 1-21, 2025
TOTAL
Account ¢ Apr1-Apr212025  Apr1-Apr212024(PY)  Mar11-Mar31 2025(PP) Jan 1 - Apr 21 2025 (YTD) Jan1 - Apr21 2024 (PYYTD)
v Income
> Operating Income $21,542.41 $16,258.01 $14,132.66 $91,903.73 $95,203.40
> Other Designated Income 51,880.36 $1,432.00 $1,328.00 $14,696.35 $4,886.70
Total for Income $23,422.77 $17,690.01 $15,460.66 5106,600.08 $100,090.10
Cost of Goods Sold - - - - -
Gross Profit $23,422.77 $17,690.01 $15,460.66 5106,600.08 $100,090.10
> Expenses $15,593.47 $11,999.97 $14,106.91 $86,097.26 $80,205.85
Met Operating Income 57,829.30 $5,690.04 $1,353.75 $20,502.82 $19,884.25
» Other Income = $1,600.00 = = $5,025.00
» Other Expenses = $1,269.00 = = $4,918.56
Met Other Income = $331.00 = = $106.44
MNet Income 57,829.30 $6,021.04 $1,353.75 $20,502.82 $19,990.69
May 2025
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
May 1 2
M 10:30am Tai Chi
4 5 b 7 8 9
| 9:00am Worship & Teacher 10:30am Tai Chi %:00am Quilters 10:30am Tai Chi I&mim Women's meeting 10:30am Tai Chi
e 1:00pm Card Club | 1100am il Stucy | 5300m Worsip
10:00am Congregational Patluck |5¢um Finance Meeting
| 10:15am Sunday School-last day BlC
Women’s
11 12 13 14 F®OD 15 16
. . . ) pantry
| 9:00am Faith Vangen with Pregnancy 10:30am Tai Chi : 'Y [! %:00am Quilters |:| Food Pantry Helpers helpers |:| Synod Assembly
-~ )
e 100pm Gad Cb [ o 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
| 900am Worship | 6000m SREA Meeting | 5300m Worsip
18 19 20 21 2 23
I 9:00am Worship & Senior Recognition  10:30am Tai Chi %:00am Quilters 10:30am Tai Chi I 11:00am Office closed 9:00am Reserved for funeral lunchean
| 10:00am Plant Sale 1:00pm Card Club | 11:00am Bible Study |5:30pm Worship | 10:00am Funeral Service
10:00am Fellowship hour for our lﬂ:_’.ﬂpm SRA Meeting 10:30am Tai Chi
Grads!
% 2 o | |2 29 30
| so0am Worship 10:30am Tai Chi o00am Quiters [ Coumeil 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club 6:30pm Church Council megting; I 5:30pm Worship
] Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
Office Closed
for Memorial

Day

Saturday

3
I 9:00am Highway dean-up

10
I 9:00am Prayer Garden clean-up

17
|:| Synod Assembly
I 9:00am Grounds Clean-up
I&mim Prayer Garden - spread mulch

24

31



The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Office phone: 608-742-8502
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Deadline for copy is the 20% of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

Thank you to the following that
decorated the church for Easter this

Highway Clean-up Saturday year. Kerry Melby, Angela Pace,
May 3 at 9:00 am! Vests Ginny Paulson, Judy Traut, Emil &
will be provided, please bring Nancy Loether, Kimberly and Olivia
gloves! Bue, and Margaret Molden. The
N church looked so beautiful and
= N2 welcoming for Easter Sunday!




