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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Dear church,  
 

I wanted to take a moment to talk to you about financial giving and 

how that impacts the ministry that happens through Bethlehem. I 

imagine that you, like me, feel more encouraged when giving 

financially to know what we are giving for. When we know the 

specific cause and the specific impact of our gift, we are encouraged 

to know the impact our gift can make.  
 

So then, when we give money to the general fund, what does it go 

towards? We may often associate the general fund with paying 

necessary bills, but the general fund is so much more than an account 

to pay bills. 
 

When I give to the general fund, I know that I am: 

*supporting a congregation that gathers to support one another, 

worship and learn together, and to make a positive impact in our 

community. 

*creating a space for all generations to gather for worship and 

fellowship time. 

*providing an opportunity for our grade school children to gather in 

Sunday School classes where they can learn about God, build 

friendships, and be encouraged and supported by their teachers and 

church community. 

*offering our confirmation students a place to ask questions and grow 

in their faith among their peers. 

*providing a gathering place for adult bible study to discuss and 

discern together. 

*helping us extend hospitality to groups in our building whether that 

be card players, housing associations, someone hosting an event, and 

more. 

*making the numerous ministry opportunities we share possible, this 

includes quilts that travel around the world, pastoral care visits and 

counseling sessions, weddings and baptisms, food and resource 

drives, hosting fellowship and community events such as Trunk or 

Treat, soup suppers, and ecumenical gatherings, and building 

connections that can last a lifetime. 
 

*Continued on page 3* 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.blcportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am (livestreamed as well) 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 
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OUR CHURCH 

TIME CHANGE 

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks back one hour 

before you go to bed on 
Saturday, November 1st! 

 

ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY 

All Saint’s Sunday is November 2nd.  

During worship service, we will be 

remembering those we lost this last 

year.  If there is someone in your life 

you’ve lost this last year and want 

mentioned during 

worship, please let Amy 

in the office know by 

Oct. 27th.  There will be 

an opportunity to light a candle in 

memory of a loved one as well. 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

The next meeting is 

Thursday November 

13th at 9:00 am.  Help 

plan events and 

various outings.  Please meet in the 

fellowship hall, all are welcome to 

join in the fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The next 
loose 

change 
offering is 

Wednesday 
November 

5th 

& 
Sunday 

November 
9th! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

If you are a member of Thrivent you 

are eligible to receive two $250 cards 

each year to help support BLC with 

fundraisers and community needs 

collections.  In October, thanks to a 

Thrivent card, the confirmation class 

assembled 24 comfort kits to be 

handed out at the local library! 
 

To date for 2025, $892.41 
has been brought in from 
loose change collections 

to help boost the air 
handler fund! 

Tuna, Peanut Butter, 
Soups, Boxed Potatoes, 
Mac-n-Cheese, Noodles, 

Canned fruits & 
vegetables, Syrup, 

Pancake mix 
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*Continued from page 1* 
 

*investing in the congregation of Bethlehem Lutheran Church and the ministry God has called us to. 

We can do so much more as a collective community and make a positive impact through our combined 

efforts as a church. 
 

As you may recall, at our annual meeting this year we approved a budget that included some significant 

increases to our giving and expenses. We set a goal to address growing operating expenses, building 

maintenance, and rebuilding our savings. Our current year giving has remained steady compared to last 

year, which is a testament to the commitment of our givers. Thank you for continuing to support the 

ministry of our congregation! We also have raised over $25,000 for the air handler replacement fund. 
 

Unfortunately, our expenses for the year have outpaced our steady giving.  We know that expenses are 

rising for everyone, however it would be a disservice to our congregation to not be honest about our 

current financial state. With continued rising expenses, we need your help to continue embodying the 

ministry we are currently called to. I would ask you to consider prayerfully what you might be called 

and equipped to give. No matter the amount you can give, we are so grateful to have you as a part of 

our congregation. You help make our church what it is and all it can be. Thank you for being a part 

of our congregation and for prayerfully discerning your role in the ministry that we share. 
 

In peace,  
Pastor Jaime Benson 

  

 

 

 
There will be Food, 

a Quilt Raffle, and 

Bake Sale as well! 
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THANK YOU 

A big thank you to the following volunteers that kept BLC 

looking beautiful on the outside this past year with mowing, 

trimming, weeding, and watering the flowers!  Del Molden, 

Jeff Melby, Dan Kucksdorf, Butch Jahoda, Steve McNeal, Ben 

Rudolph, Kerry Melby, Barb Rothwell, Margaret Molden, 

Bonnie Dixon, Ann Ciske, Tim Kratz, and Marie Rohrbacher. 
 

Also, a big thank you to the following volunteers that participated in the fall 

property clean-up in October.  Shirley Lemke, Del and Margaret Molden, 

Ginny Paulson, Angie Pace, Ann Ciske, Carla Gerhardt, Dean & Judy Traut, 

Pam Mueller, Denise Derey, Steve McNeal, and Dennis Benson. 

COMFORT KITS 

Throughout the year we will be collecting the following items:  

Band-aids; Alcohol Prep Pads; Men’s & Women’s Socks; 

Handwarmers; Gloves/Mittens; Hand Sanitizer; Lip Balm; 

Combs; Bathing Wipes; Toothbrush; Toothpaste; Shampoo; 

Conditioner; Lotion; and Deodorant. 
 

Our Confirmation Class will assemble these kits and then will get taken to the 

local library to be disbursed when needed. 
 

There are two carts under the table in the narthex to leave supplies.  To keep 

things fair, please only donate trial-size of the items in bold.  Thank you! 

FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The lessons we will be learning in November are Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1-10, God’s Love is Forever Luke 21:5-19, we will also 

be practicing for the Christmas program as part of these classes. 

Looking ahead to December, Our Christmas program this year is 

Deck the Halls and Trim the Tree. This year’s Christmas 

Program will be performed as part of Gifts of Bethlehem on 

Sunday, December 7th starting at 9:00 am. We will be providing 

food for coffee hour.  

We will be having a practice and decorating day for the program 

on Saturday December 6th from 9:00 am -12:00 pm with lunch 

provided. During practice time you are welcome to attend and help as needed.  

We are collecting food for the food pantry for the month of November. There is a table in the 

Narthex to place items on or in baskets on the floor. 

If you have any questions, please see or call Jeanette Gessner or your child’s teacher.  
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR NOVEMBER 

 
 
 

Food Pantry Help is Team B for the Month of November! 
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FINANCE 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

November 

       

6:30 pm Ecumenical 
Worship at Portage 
Presbyterian Church 

Friday 12-4 pm                       Saturday 9-4 pm 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: blcportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

ECUMENICAL WORSHIP NOVEMBER 26TH 

We will partner with the Portage 

Presbyterian Church and have worship at 

their place on Wednesday, November 26th 

at 6:30 pm.  See you there! 

 


