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OCTOBER 2025   VOLUME 87, ISSUE 10 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Dear church,  
  

What spiritual practices do you turn to regularly? I was recently 

reminded at a conference I attended about the importance of 

spiritual practices so I thought I would highlight one practice 

you may be interested in trying out. The Daily Examen is a form 

of prayer and reflection that focuses on what has transpired 

throughout the day. This practice can help us tune into God’s 

presence throughout our day and discern how God might be 

inviting us to live. Here are the steps:  

1. Become aware of God’s presence by reviewing the 

events of the day in collaboration with the Holy Spirit. 

Ask God for help in understanding.  

2. Review the day with gratitude and pay attention to 

the small things because God is in the details.  

3. Pay attention to your emotions. They can provide 

insight into the presence and movement of the Holy 

Spirit. Our emotions can help with discernment.  

4. Select one thing from the day and pray about it. Let 

your prayer be spontaneous whether it is intercession, 

praise, repentance, or gratitude.  

5. Look toward tomorrow and ask God to provide for 

what is in store. Ask God for guidance and 

understanding as needed.  

The examen was developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola who is one 

of many mystics in Christian history. I encourage you to give the 

Examen a few tries this month. Spiritual practices are not meant 

to be perfect, that is why they are called practices. I hope you 

will join me in exploring some spiritual practices and developing 

our relationship with God.  
  

In peace,  

Pastor Jaime Benson  

(she/her/hers) 

 
W8267 Hwy 33 East 

Portage, WI 53901 
 

608-742-8502 
 

Email: office@blcportage.org 
 

www.blcportage.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Thursday – Friday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Pastor Jaime Availability 

(or by appointment) 

Monday 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 

9:00 am -11:00 am 
 

Worship Services 

Wednesday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am (livestreamed as well) 
 

Sunday School 

1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the 

school year 

10:15 am 
 

Confirmation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout 

the school year 

6:30 pm 
 

Inclement Weather 

If the Portage school district closes 

due to weather, so do we.  All 

activities, practices, etc.  When in 

doubt, stay home and stay safe. 
 

All days and times listed are 

subject to change with holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.blcportage.org/
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OUR CHURCH 

TIME CHANGE 

Quilting now starts at 8:30 am on 
Tuesdays.  Bible Study now starts at 
10:30 am every other Tuesday.  We 

hope more people can participate with 
these time changes! 

 

DOOR MONITORS 

Seeking door monitors during worship 

service.  If you can help, please contact 

Amy in the office. 608-742-8502 

CHURCH YARD CLEAN-UP 

We need many hands here 

on October 11th at 9:00 am. 

Our to-do list includes:  

washing windows, trimming 

bushes & branches, weed eating,  

bringing in hoses, and wiping down 

pews.  Please contact Del or Amy in the 

office if you will be here that day. 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

Next meeting is Thursday 

October 9th at 9:00 am.  Help 

plan events and various 

outings.  Please meet in the 

fellowship hall, all are 

welcome to join! 

TROUBLE FINDING US ON THE WEB?? 

We have a new website address:  

www.blcportage.org 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

There are daily devotionals in regular and large 

print available in the narthex while supplies 

last! 

http://www.blcportage.org/
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FAITH FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We have started Sunday School for this year. 

We are grateful for those returning. There are 

still openings if you are interested in signing up. 

See the registration sheet on the Sunday School 

bulletin board or ask any of us. 
 

The Children will be singing during Church 

service on Sunday, October 19th.  This year we 

will continue having class at 10:15-11:15 am on 

the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, we will have music and lesson. 

October 4th our lesson will be Parable of the Vineyard, Matthew 21:33-46 

and October 19th our lesson will be Paying Taxes, Matthew 22:15-22. 
 

We are collecting pop tops for the Ronald McDonald house and food for 

the food pantry.  
 

Trunk or Treat will be October 25th from 1-3. 
 

Please feel free to talk to any Sunday school staff if you have any questions 

or you can call Jeanette. 
  

CONFIRMATION 

Congratulations to the following students 

that will be Confirmed on Reformation 

Sunday October 26th.  Coffee hour will be 

in their honor that day! 

Kinleyh Anderson  Alyvia Bell 

Hartley Bell   Mikayla Bovre 

Clara Georgeson  Lindsay Nickel 

Makenzie Schmidtke Madelynn Soppe 

YOUTH EVENT 

On Oct. 26th 6:00 pm Bethel Lutheran Church in Madison will 

have Joe Davis who is an award-winning spoken word artist and 

bestselling author who uses poetry to power possibility.  For more 

information visit bethel-madison.org.       
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER 

 

Food Pantry Help is Team A for the Month of October! 

Lawn Mowing Schedule: 

Week of Oct 5th: Dan K;    Oct. 12th: Del M;     Oct. 19th: Butch J;     Oct. 26th: Steve M 
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FINANCE 



 

 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

1:00 pm to 
3:00 pm 

 

10:00 am Coffee Hour 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Office phone: 608-742-8502  
Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: blcportage.org 
 
Deadline for copy is the 20th of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.  

FUTURE PLANNING INTERESTS 

We have someone willing to come in and discuss financial 

planning, estate planning, life insurance, etc.  If you are 

interested in a meeting, please contact Amy in the office. 

608-742-8502 

 


