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Dear church,

What spiritual practices do you turn to regularly? I was recently
reminded at a conference I attended about the importance of
spiritual practices so I thought I would highlight one practice
you may be interested in trying out. The Daily Examen is a form
of prayer and reflection that focuses on what has transpired
throughout the day. This practice can help us tune into God’s
presence throughout our day and discern how God might be
inviting us to live. Here are the steps:

1. Become aware of God’s presence by reviewing the

events of the day in collaboration with the Holy Spirit.

Ask God for help in understanding.

2. Review the day with gratitude and pay attention to

the small things because God is in the details.

3. Pay attention to your emotions. They can provide

insight into the presence and movement of the Holy

Spirit. Our emotions can help with discernment.

4. Select one thing from the day and pray about it. Let

your prayer be spontaneous whether it is intercession,

praise, repentance, or gratitude.

5. Look toward tomorrow and ask God to provide for

what is in store. Ask God for guidance and

understanding as needed.
The examen was developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola who is one
of many mystics in Christian history. I encourage you to give the
Examen a few tries this month. Spiritual practices are not meant
to be perfect, that is why they are called practices. I hope you
will join me in exploring some spiritual practices and developing
our relationship with God.

In peace,
Pastor Jaime Benson
(she/her/hers)
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Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 East
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-8502
Email: office@blcportage.org

www.blcportage.org

Office Hours
Monday - Wednesday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday — Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Jaime Availability
(or by appointment)
Monday
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am -11:00 am

Worship Services
Wednesday
5:30 pm
Sunday
9:00 am (livestreamed as well)

Sunday School
Ist & 3rd Sunday throughout the
school year
10:15 am

Confirmation
1st & 3@ Wednesday throughout
the school year
6:30 pm

Inclement Weather
If the Portage school district closes
due to weather, so do we. All
activities, practices, etfc. When in
doubt, stay home and stay safe.

All days and times listed are
subject to change with holidays.



mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.blcportage.org/

HIGHWAY
CLEAN UP

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4TH
STARTING AT 9:00 AM

MEET AT BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Blessing of
e eltis

SUNDAY, Oct. 65th @ 9:00 am
fg‘:‘ethlehem Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 E, Portage

e All pets must be leashed or in a pet carrier.
You may bring a photograph of your pet.
Bring @ lawnchair!

Join us helping OCTOBER
communities in need! &
Items needed: 12TH T Activities!
e o THRU
Noodles, Laundry Soap
23RD ~ October 25, 2025

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
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Lutheran Church Quilting now starts at 8:30 am on
Tuesdays. Bible Study now starts at

Wednesday, October 29th, 2025 10:30 am every other Tuesday. We

v ris 3:00pm—7:00pm  hope more people can participate with
Bethlehem Lutheran Church these time changes!

W8267 Highway 33 East
Portage, WI, 53901
DOOR MONITORS
Seeking door monitors during worship

Va CCi n ati on CI i n i C  service. If you can help, please contact

Amy in the office. 608-742-8502

Vaccines Offered Include:

O sttt Comimay 2526 s 20 CHURCH YARD CLEAN-UP

Influenza: '

e egu;::;:'v;‘a‘mleaw Fluzone Triv High Dose (ages 65+) ‘) 7 e nee d many hal’l dS heI’ e ! A
Priorix (ages 6+)

e on October 11" at 9:00 am. _

Prevnar20 (ages 504)

epatitis-B: . .

:cltnm[n[;;:l(:::::Pemmh: Our tO'dO IISt lnCIudeS: E
OfConnelpharmacy s P washing windows, trimming

Gardasil9 (ages 11+4) .
s ':M:u;;;;g;;;mw., p— bushes & branches, weed eating,
PH: 7. Si es: . . . . .
e iz " Sigi e 0 bringing in hoses, and wiping down
4, RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus): 4 .

s i pews. Please contact Del or Amy in the

WALKINS WELCOME] office if you will be here that day.

WOMEN'S GROUP 4\ \_/\)

If Celebration of
Clergy Appreciation Month...

LT fellowship hall, all are
welcome to join! Thank You

TROUBLE FINDING US ON THE WEB?? PASTOR JAIME FOR ALL

. THAT YOU DO! HAPPY
We have a new website address: IVERSARY WITH US
www.blcportage.org

CT. 4™ AS WELL!
DAILY DEVOTIONALS

There are daily devotionals in regular and large

outings. Please meet in the

print available in the narthex while supplies
last!



http://www.blcportage.org/

FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

5' We have started Sunday School for this year.
A 5\( We are grateful for those returning. There are
- still openings if you are interested in signing up.
( ‘3 SUNAQY See the registration sheet on the Sunday School
SCho0l bulletin board or ask any of us.

Update The Children will be singing during Church
9.'."!4.“ service on Sunday, October 19™. This year we
~ will continue having class at 10:15-11:15 am on

the 1% and 3™ Sundays of the month, we will have music and lesson.
October 4™ our lesson will be Parable of the Vineyard, Matthew 21:33-46

and October 19" our lesson will be Paying Taxes, Matthew 22:15-22.

We are collecting pop tops for the Ronald McDonald house and food for
the food pantry.

Trunk or Treat will be October 25" from 1-3.

Please feel free to talk to any Sunday school staff if you have any questions
or you can call Jeanette.

o
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CONFIRMATION

Congratulations to the following students
that will be Confirmed on Reformation
Sunday October 26". Coffee hour will be

in their honor that day!

Kinleyh Anderson Alyvia Bell
Hartley Bell Mikayla Bovre
Clara Georgeson Lindsay Nickel

Makenzie Schmidtke =~ Madelynn Soppe

YOUTH EVENT
On Oct. 26" 6:00 pm Bethel Lutheran Church in Madison will
have Joe Davis who is an award-winning spoken word artist and
bestselling author who uses poetry to power possibility. For more
information visit bethel-madison.org.




Video Communion | Communion
Date Usher  |Door Monitor| Reader | Production | Assistant | Assistant | Altar Guild Acolyte Music Coffee Hour
Wed 10/1
5:30 pm CherylH Cheryl H Sofia B Andrea G
Sun 10/5 .
9am-Pet Bles Barb R Ginny M Kelly J Carla G
Wed 108 Geoff G Geoff G Ben H Ronna P
5:30 pm
Sun 10/12 Lamry 5 Del M Sandy S Ellen K Lisa C Lisa C Ma_ddm & Praise Team
9am Eliana S
We.d 10115 Sharon H Sharon H Claire L Jody G
5:30 pm
Sun 10119 : Kerry M & . .
Sam Mike K Don B LynH Ginny M Ginny M Zane B Jody G
Wed 10/22 .
5:30 pm CaraD Card D Leah H Ingrid P
ion/
Sun 1026 |1 R ANC | BobbieG Bobbie G | Marie K MaieK | OleattaG | Ingidp | rciormaton
9am Confirmation
Wed 10/29
5:30 pm Sherry J Sherry J Wyatt H Carla G

Food Pantry Help is Team A for the Month of October!
Lawn Mowing Schedule:
Week of Oct 5"': Dan K; Oct. 12": Del M;  Oct. 19": Butch J;  Oct. 26™: Steve M




FINANCE

2025 Offerings compared to Goal

$70,000.00
$60,000.00
$50,000.00
$40,000.00

Long Term Reserve Fund 2024-present

£30,000.00

$58,866

$20,000.00
510,000.00
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$34,315

SN PCIAS

D D A A0 AP AP A0 o

$35,000.00
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$25,000.00
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$10,000.00

$5,000.00

Chimes Monthly Financial Report
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
September 1-19, 2025

Apr  May

s- | ‘
Feb M

Jun Jul Aug

TOTAL
Account ¢ Sep1-Sep 192025 Sep 1-Sep 19 2024 (PY) Aug 1 - Aug 19 2025 (PP) Jan1-Sep 19 2025 (YTD) Jan 1 - Sep 19 2024 (PY YTD)
> Income $15,789.63 $16,238.90 $18,304.56 $227,846.60 $229,074.62
Cost of Goods Sold - - - - -
Gross Profit $15,789.63 $16,238.90 $18,304.56 $227,846.60 $229,074.62
> Expenses $14,483.97 $16,149.48 $23,696.71 5204,494.57 $193,339.19
Net Operating Income $1,305.66 589.42 -55,392.15 $23,352.03 $35,735.43
> Other Income - $1,200.00 - - 512,895.00
> Other Expenses = $1,154.90 = = $12,335.08
Net Other Income = $45.10 - = $559.92
Net Income $1,305.66 $134.52 -$5,392.15 $23,352.03 $36,295.35
Cash basis | Friday, September 19, 2025 01:36 PM GMT-05:00
October 2025 Page 6 of 8




BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday

5

I 9:00am Warship/Pet Blessing

I 10:002m Hand Chimes Practice
|1El:153m Sunday Schoal

I 8:00am Praise Team Practice

9:00am Warship w/Praise Team &
Hand Chimes

Iw:{)ﬁam Choir Practice

19

9:00am Warship w/ Sunday School
sing

|1El:153m Sunday Schoal

26

9:00am Reformation/Confirmation
Warship w/ Choir

I 10:00am Hand Chimes Practice
| 11:00am Beil Baptism
10:00 am Coffee Hour

Monday

b

.;;

h30am TaiChi - (% ":Z,;"
1:00pm Card Club ¢ “‘

I 53:00pm Finance Meeting

13
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

I 5:00pm SREA Meeting

2

3:00am Chimes Aticles due to the
office
Vi

10:30am Tai Chi ;\
1:00pm Card Club d
I 6:30pm SRA Meeting

21
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Oct 1 92 93
10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:30pm Waorship
I 6:30pm Confirmation Class
I&dﬂpm Praise Team Practice
97 98 L ® 10
8:30am Quitting HFoodPantryHelpers Sa.nge IQ:MamWomen'smeeting 10:30am Tai Chi
10:30am Bible Study 030amTaiChi  helpers
Tuesday Mornin 5:30pm Worshi BLC
o d |3 Woship Women's
Bible Study e
9 1 ® 13 9 16 ® 1
8:30am Quitting 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:30pm Waorship
I 6:30pm Confirmation Class
QUILTING GROUP C@M
® o 9 2 923 ®
8:30am Quitting 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
10:30am Bible Study I 5:30pm Waorship
I £:30pm Confirmation Rehearsal
I&dﬂpm Praise Team Practice
® 28 P 9 3 9 31
8:30am Quitting 10:30am Tai Chi 10:30am Tai Chi
£:30pm Church Council megting; 3:00pm O'Connell Vaccination Clinic
I 5:30pm Waorship
Church
Council

Saturday
® 4

I9:0Clam Highway Clean-up

Highway Clean Up

\,\((7

e

® n

I9:0Clam Church yard clean-up

® 18
® 2
|:|TrunkorTreat 1:00 pm to
3:00 pm
® Nov1



The CHIMES is published monthly by Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Office phone: 608-742-8502

Office Email: office@blcportage.org Website: blcportage.org

Deadline for copy is the 20% of the month prior to publication. Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

FUTURE PLANNING INTERESTS

We have someone willing to come in and discuss financial
planning, estate planning, life insurance, etc. If you are
interested in a meeting, please contact Amy in the office.

608-742-8502
- p—a
7t 5 / !




