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Dear church,

What has been on your heart lately? What keeps you up at
night? Take a moment to really consider how you might answer
these questions. Have you determined an answer? Your answers
to these questions may include a list of things and any of them
may be particularly heavy. What is on our hearts matters to God
and to each of us. How can we fully love one another as
neighbors if we are unaware of what is keeping our neighbors up
at night and what is on their heart?

Over the next few months we are going to try an experiment to
grow in our own awareness of what is on the hearts of our
church community while also praying for one another. In
worship each week you will have the opportunity to answer
either of these questions and write your answer on a notecard
(for those joining us in person) or by filling out the “contact us”
form on our website (for those online). These submissions can
be anonymous if you wish or you can include your name on
them. For those submitting online, please include if you would
like it to be anonymous or not. Once the submissions have been
gathered, we will redistribute them out during worship so
everyone will take one home and pray for that concern during
the week. We will conduct this prayer card experiment for three
months, September, October, and November. After that time, I
will be looking for feedback on how the experiment went and
how it impacted us as disciples and as a church community. I
will include instructions during worship as well. I look forward
to exploring this experiment
with you and to see where it
might lead us.

T

Pra

In peace,

Pastor Jaime Benson
(she/her/hers)
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Lutheran Church

W8267 Hwy 33 East
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-8502
Email: office@blcportage.org

www.blcportage.org

Office Hours
Monday - Wednesday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday — Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Pastor Jaime Availability
(or by appointment)
Monday
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am -11:00 am

Worship Services
Wednesday
5:30 pm
Sunday
9:00 am (livestreamed as well)

Sunday School
15t & 3rd Sunday throughout the
school year
10:15 am

Confirmation
1st & 3rd Wednesday throughout
the school year
6:30 pm

Inclement Weather
If the Portage school district closes
due to weather, so do we. All
activities, pracftices, etfc. When in
doubt, stay home and stay safe.

All days and times listed are
subject to change with holidays.



mailto:office@blcportage.org
http://www.blcportage.org/

PLASTIC RECYCLING HERE AT THE CHURCH

Keep bringing in your plastics! Please remember to remove paper labels
before placing the plastics in the collection box located in the narthex.
These plastics eventually get made into benches!

HOW MUCH CHANGE??

Guess how much loose change was collected from the August 3™ & 6™ collection! 5
Enter your guess by Sept. 8", the one that guesses the closest wins a $10 Domino
Pizza gift card. Winner will be announced at the September 10" & 14" services!

AIR HANDLER FUND

We’re starting to fall behind on reaching our goal for the air handler fund. ° b
Please consider making a special donation towards this. Write “air handle: \ S 7
in the memo line, thank you! jUAC Y &

WOMEN'S GROUP FALL TRIP
Thursday, September 11" leaving at 9:00 am from the church. {,j' ‘~1
T

Heading to Paoli ,which is about an hour drive, for shopping and
lunch. Attached you will see a website for the various shops. Let’s hope for
nice weather! https://www.discoverpaoli.com/local-merchants

Please call into the office (608-742-8502) to let us know who is going. We will
carpool from the church. All are welcome.

CRAFT FAIR
Seeking craft vendors & volunteers for BLC’s 2025 Craft Fair Nov. 14" & 3‘ IR
15", Contact Barb Rothwell at: barbrothwell@gmail.com if interested. g A0 A2 T8

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Pastor Jaime will be holding a new member class on Sept. 21%at 10:00 am if anyone is interested.
GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY

On September 7™, after service there will be cards in the fellowship hall. Please stop by # ;
and write a note to welcome and encourage the newly elected Presiding Bishop Yehiel \N V\\\ \
Curry and Secretary Lucille “CeCee” Mills to the ELCA churchwide office. v 4

THANK YOU

Thank you to the person or people that took care of the clean-up of the huge maple
tree that we lost in a bad storm between August 23rd & 24th. You are appreciated!

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study resumes Sept. 9" at 11:00 am in the fellowship hall. All are welcome to N
join. “Twelve Ordinary Men” by John MacArthur will be studied. How the Master L}/}
shaped His disciples for greatness, and what He wants to do with you.

QUILTING

Quilting resumes Sept. 2" from 9 am — 11 am. Anyone interested in joining is invited to come!
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2025 ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY

The 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held July 28—Aug. 2, 2025, at the Phoenix Convention
Center in Phoenix, Ariz.
Over the course of the assembly, voting members:

o Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units.

« Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies.

« Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws.
« Establish ELCA churchwide policy.
o Worship together. '
o Adopt a budget.
o Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization.
o Click here to read a Living Lutheran interview with

Presiding Bishop-elect Curry, where he shares more

about his background and his vision for the ELCA.

COMMUNITY VBS

True North VBS: A Joyful
Week of Faith, Fun, and
Fellowship

What a fantastic week we had
at True North VBS, where the
spirit of unity shone brightly as
multiple churches came
together for an unforgettable
adventure in faith! This year’s 3 : I : P

VBS brought together 79 children, 11 adults & 36 youth volunteers—a total of 126
participants-for a vibrant, joy-filled experience that truly reflected the Body of Christ in action.

Hosted by St. Mary Catholic Church, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Portage United
Methodist Church, Briggsville United Methodist Church, and Portage Presbyterian
Churech, this collaborative effort was a powerful reminder of what can be accomplished when
we come together with a shared purpose. In a world that often feels divided, True North VBS
stood as a beacon of community, cooperation, and Christian love.

Throughout the week, children explored friendship with God through a variety of engaging
activities—hands-on science experiments, energetic games, uplifting Bible songs, and, of
course, delicious snacks. One of the most meaningful parts of each day was discovering “God
Sightings”—those beautiful, everyday moments where we see God at work in our lives & in the
world around us.

Our youth also embraced the spirit of service through a special mission project, raising $126.88
and collecting 23 coats for the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. It was an
incredible opportunity for the children to reflect on the blessings they have—Ilike warm winter
clothing—and to experience the joy of giving back.
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The week concluded with our Compass Closing Celebration, where families and friends
gathered to watch the children sing, share, and showcase what they had learned. The gym was
filled with smiles, laughter, and heartfelt songs—a perfect ending to a truly special week.

A heartfelt thank you to all who supported VBS with their time, supplies, donations, food, and
prayer. Your generosity made this event possible & left a lasting impact on the lives of all who
attended.

We’re already looking ahead with excitement to next summer’s theme: “Rainforest Falls:
Exploring the Nature of God.”

We hope you’ll join us for another inspiring adventure filled with wonder, worship, and the joy
of growing in faith together!

Brenda Collins
Director
Portage Community Vacation Bible School

MONTHLY MEDITATIVE HIKES WITH DEACON JUDY NOLDE - SCSW

The next hike is September 21 at 3:00 pm, Indian Lake County Park, Cross Plains. For
questions, please email Judy at: judynolde@sbcglobal.net.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are excited to invite you to Sunday School Rally Day September 7%
following the worship service, which will also be Blessing of the backpacks.
This is for children 3-year-old through 5th grade. On Rally Day, you will
meet your Sunday School Teacher and get acquainted with your classmates.
After the children leave for their class there will be a short Sunday School
orientation session with the parents in the sanctuary.

We will meet the 1% and 3™ Sundays of the month from 10:15-11:15 starting
in the sanctuary. Please visit www.blcportage.org for online registration, scan the QR code, or
there will be a paper registration form in the Narthex.

BACKPACK BLESSING

Sunday September 7™, bring your backpack with you to worship and Pastor Jaime will
give it a special blessing during worship service!

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation begins September 17" at 6:30 pm. This
is for ages 6™ — 8" grade. Please use the same online
registration link or QR code as provided in the above
Sunday School article. Confirmation meets the first and
third Wednesday of each month throughout the school
year. Confirmation Sunday for our 9" grade
confirmands is October 26" at 9:00 am.

i
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Video | Communion | Communion

Date Usher  |Door Monitor| Reader | Production | Assistant | Assistant | Altar Guild | Acolyte Music Coffee Hour
Wed 93
530 pm CherylH Cheryl H Ben H Ronna P
Sun 817 . .

9am JohnD Del M John D Jeff M Bobbie G Kerry M Kerry M Oleatta G Ingrid P
Wed 9110 Geof G | GeofG | Clarel | AndreaG
5:30 pm
Sugnaiim Ann C Larry S Lisa C Ginny M Nancy L Nancy L ZaneB | Praise Team
Wnlz-d 97 Sharon H SharonH Sofia B Jody C
5:30 pm
Sug"aiiﬂ Robin K Mike K Ellen K AnnC Marie K Marie K Kathryn T Jody C
Wed 9/24 CaraD CaraD Leah H Carla G
5:30 pm

Sug:rl:lZB Marie R Kory A Mark T Joe J Del M Kelly J Kelly J Esme W Cara G

Week of Sept. 7": Steve M; Sept. 14": Ben R;  Sept. 21°: Del M;  Sept. 28": Jeff M

Food Pantry Help is Team C for the Month of September!
Lawn Mowing Schedule:




FINANCE

Long Term Reserve Fund 2024-present 2025 Offerings compared to Goal
$70,000.00 o
$30,000.00
$60,000.00 -
$50,000.00 £25,000.00
540,000.00 $20,000.00
$30,000.00 358,866 $15,000.00
520,000.00 $35,771 $10,000.00
510,000.00 $5,000.00
5- 5
AARARIIRARIIRAAL280228248383 Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Ot Nov Dec
E E _Eu E’ é _g, = ? E 8 é E E E g E’ é _g, = ,%u § 8 E E wmm Monthly Total Offering  =====Offering Goal per month
BLC’s Taste of Portage Pie
Chimes Monthly Financial Report Booth raised $2,163.84 for the
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
August 120, 2025 church! Record year! Thank
you to all that worked, baked,
TOTAL and bought!
Account ¢ Aug1-Aug202..  Aug1-Aug202024(PY)  Jul1-Jul202025(PP)  Jan1-Aug 20 2025 (YTD) Jan 1 - Aug 20 2024 (PY YTD)
v Income
> Operating Income $17,650.68 $13,331.44 $15,439.02 $185,360.09 $182,639.33
> Other Designated Income $804.88 $5,063.00 $949.67 $19,939.22 $18,068.11
Total for Income $18,455.56 $18,394.44 $16,388.69 $205,299.31 $200,707.44
Cost of Goods Sold - - - - -
Gross Profit $18,455.56 $18,394.44 $16,388.69 $205,299.31 $200,707.44
> Expenses $23,696.71 $13,703.86 $14,226.75 $185,145.79 $170,823.61
Net Operating Income -$5,241.15 $4,690.58 $2,161.94 $20,153.52 $29,883.83
> Other Income - $1,600.00 - - $11,195.00
> Other Expenses = $2,062.00 = = $11,180.18
Net Other Income - -5462.00 - - $14.82
Net Income -$5,241.15 $4,228.58 $2,161.94 $20,153.52 $29,898.65
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday

1

0:00arm Warship,Baptism, Backpack

Blessing
|1{Il:0ﬁam Choir Practice
|1{Il:153m Sunday Schoal
,.-"'“",il“

14
I 8:00am Praise Team Practice

I 0:00am Warship with Praise Team

|10:0Gam Chair Practice

21

IQ:OGam Warship

|1{Il:0ﬁam New Member Class
|10:153m Sunday Schoal

28
I :00am Warship with Choir
I 10:00am Hand Chimes Practice

Monday

Sep 1
|:|0f'fice closed - Labor Day
10:30am Tai Chi

1:00pm Card Club
I 5:00pm Finance Meeting

8
10:30am Tai Chi

o

@y
W ! E
1:00pm Card Club *

I 5:00pm SREA Meeting

15
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

I £:30pm SRA Meeting

2
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

2
10:30am Tai Chi
1:00pm Card Club

Tuesday

2
0:00am Quilting

QUILTING GROUP
9

0:00am Quilting
11:00am Bible Study

5:00pm SREA Annual meeting
0:00am Quilting

23

0:00am Quilting

11:00am Bible Study

6:30pm Church Council meeting;

30
0:00am Quilting

Wednesday Thursday
3 4

10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:30pm Warship

10 11

|:| Food Pantry Helpers Sa'“ge I 0:00am Women's Outing

Friday Saturday

5 6

10:30am Tai Chi

12 13

10:30am Tai Chi

19 20

10:30am Tai Chi %:00am Chimes Articles dueto the
office

26 27

10:30am Tai Chi

September Highlights

03amTaichi  helpers
Iﬁ:iﬂmeorship 8\[/60men'5
I G:45pm Praise Team practice ¢/‘0(’0
7 18
10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:30pm Warship
I £:30pm Confirmation Class
Cnfinafr
4 25
10:30am Tai Chi
I 5:30pm Warship
I :45pm Praise Team Practice
*Sunday School the 7
*Confirmation the 17"
*Quilting the 2™

«))) #Bible Study the 9™
*Hand Chimes Practice the 28™

*Choir practice the 7™
*Women’s Outing the 111
*Praise Team practice the 10™
*New Member Class the 21
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Why Me?
When we must accept a hardship

That we did not dream could be,
Our first impulse is to ask:
Why me? O God, why me?

When a blessing comes to us, 7 -
We receive it joyously,

Then seldom do we question: |

Why me? Oh God, why me? ’
-Nellie Knuth D e

In Sunshine Magazine




